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Save the Second Amendment: Stop an Article V Constitutional Convention 
— PAMPHLET 


Share this pamphlet with others to show them why an Article V Con-Con threatens the Second Amendment — and why nullification is the solution. (2024, 
four-color trifold, 1-99/$0.25ea; 100-499/$0.20ea; 500-999/$0.15ea; 1,000+/$0.10ea) PSSASAFCC 


Article V Convention: Will It Work? — REPRINT 
America has not had a Constitutional Convention since 1787. Holding a new convention today could end up being disastrous for the nation. This article 


explains why. Twelve-page, four-color reprint adapted from the Article V Convention & Nullification articles that appeared in the July 11, 2022 issue of The 
New American — pgs. 6-13 & 31-33. (2024, 12pp, 1-24/$0.60ea; 25-99/$0.50ea;100+/$0.45ea) RPAFCWIW 


Unrigging Elections — REPRINT 


Dr. David Clement, the producer of the hard-hitting documentary Let my People Go, which has gone viral despite censorship, explains how we can restore 
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The Fed: America’s Boom & Bust Machine — REPRINT 


Use this reprint to show others how the Federal Reserve has destabilized the U.S. economy and robbed the American people via inflation — and why it 
must be abolished. This 12-page, four-color reprint was adapted from the April 29, 2024 issue of TNA, pgs. 10-20. (2024, 12pp, 1-24/$0.60ea; 25-99/$0.50ea; 
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Unlike those pushing so hard for the calling of a convention for proposing amendments to the U.S. Constitution, in this brief, we will focus on what Article V i 
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bbe 2 The Biden-UN Immigration Invasion Scheme — REPRINT 


The unprecedented flood of illegal immigrants into the United States is not happenstance. The Biden administration and United Nations have engineered 
the deluge. (2024, 8p, 1-24/$0.50ea; 25-99/$0.40ea; 100-499/$0.35ea) RPBUNIIS 


Exposing the UN Mass Migration Scheme — PAMPHLET 


The United Nations is behind the deluge of illegal aliens and legal immigrants into the United States. Americans must take action to protect our freedom and inde- 
pendence. (2024, four color tri-fold, 1-99/$0.25ea; 100-499/$0.20ea; 500-999/$0.15ea; 1,000+/$0.10ea) PEUNMS 


Proofs of a Conspiracy — BOOK 

Utilizing original documents from the Order of the Illuminati, John Robison describes in detail this secret group, whose select members became part of a 
conspiracy to enslave all people in Europe and America. Originally published in 1798, this book is a definitive work of its time on conspiracy. This edition 
includes a new introduction by the publisher. (2024ed, 365pp, pb, 1/$9.95ea; 2-5/$8.95ea; 6-11/$7.95ea; 12+/$4.95) BKPC 


How Well Do You Know Article V of the Constitution? — SLIM JIM 
Share this slim jim to grow the understanding of Article V with the Article V Academy (Sold in packs of 25). (1/$3.00ea; 2-4/$2.50ea; 5+/$2.00ea) 
SJHWKAF 


Just the Facts: Irrefutable Truths about an Article V Convention — PAMPHLET 

Rather than risk Congress calling a convention with the inherent power to rewrite the Constitution, insist that your elected offi- 
cials follow the Constitution as written and nullify any unconstitutional federal actions. (2024, 4 color tri-fold, 1-99/$0.25ea; 100-499/$0.20ea; 
500-999/$0.15ea; 1,000+/$0.10ea) PJTF 
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MOLDING THE AMERICAN DREAM 


Since 1973, Confer Plastics has proudly 
manufactured in the USA. More than 150 people 
work at our factory near Niagara Falls, New York 
where they operate some of the largest blow 
molding machines in the world, making a wide 
variety of Confer-branded and custom plastic 
products. 


CUSTOM BLOW MOLDING 


Confer Plastics has helped countless inventors 
and entrepreneurs achieve their American Dream by 
allowing them to transform their ideas into reality. 
To learn more about what we can do for your 
business, visit our website at ConferPlastics.com 
and check out the capabilities and sample gallery 


pages. 


CONFER PRODUCTS 

We make a wide array of consumer products 
with an emphasis on outdoor leisure and backyard 
living. Your purchase of Confer-branded goods 
has a huge impact on the US economy: All of 
these Items are made in our factory in New York 
State using raw materials, components, cartons, 
and more that are also made in the USA. 


> Confer Plastics Headquarters 
97 Witmer Road 
North Tonawanda, NY 
14120-2421 


CONFER 


plastics inc. 


Patio Furniture 


Our Leisure Accents patio furniture is easy 
to assemble and maintain and itis made to 
withstand the test of time. Our tables, chairs, 
and benches are available in a variety of 
color mixes and styles to accommodate your 
needs and match the setting. You can buy 
these popular sets from our online store 


LeisureAccents.com 


The Flexible Funnel 
In the 1970s, Doug Confer Invented the 


Snow Sleds 

You may have grown up with this sled we now call 
the Retro Racer. It created many memories for Baby 
Boomers and Generation X. We made many of 
these toboggans in the 1970s until that customer 
went out of business in 1979. Through the years, 
we received many inquiries about the sled, so we 
brought it back to life in 2023 as part of our SOth 
anniversary celebration. Now, like a time machine, 
memories like those you have can be made again 
with your kids and grandkids. Shop our website 
TheRetroRacer.com 


ubiquitous flexible funnel, found in garages, 
barns, and auto shops all around the world. 
We had no choice but to cease production 
in 1989 once the patent expired because the 
market was flooded by cheap imports. We 
kept the mold all these years and recently 
got back into the funnel business thanks to 
consumer direct sales giving us the ability to 
compete against foreign competition. You 


can buy our funnel -- the original and the 


best! -- online at 


DConferP astics.com 


ConferFunnels.com 


We are well known in the pool and spa industry 
for offering a complete line of steps, ladders, 
and other entry systems for getting in and out 
of swimming pools and hot tubs. We are the 
industry leader, the go-to brand, for innovations 
in design, quality, attractiveness, and safety. 

You can find these products at your local poo! 
& spa dealer or online at a variety of e-retailers, 
Information about the various models can be 
found at ConferPlastics.com 


Web: www.ConferPlastics 
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Serving the Chicagoland area for over 90 years 


744 EAST 113TH ST. e CHICAGO, IL 60628 e (773) 785-3055 
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new Ar SHGHEQUn BOGE 


Vol. 40, No. 16 August 26, 2024 


POLITICS 
Who Is Kamala Harris? 
by Steve Bonta — Kamala Harris is now her party’s presumptive 


presidential nominee, and there’s no question she’s the favorite of 
the leftist and globalist establishment. 


Who Is J.D. Vance? 


MAGA was thrilled to hear of Trump’s choice of 
J.D. Vance for VP. But is he truly America First? 


Gage Skidmore 


POLITICS 


The American Dream or Government Control? 
by Tom DeWeese — The American Dream of private home 
ownership in a safe, clean neighborhood is increasingly under 
attack in the name of environmentalism and social justice. 
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HISTORY — PAST AND PERSPECTIVE 


Standing Up for the Second Amendment 

by Joe Wolverton If, J.D. — The Second Amendment protects 
one of the most important rights of the people. Here we provide 
actionable steps for defending and promoting it. 


FAITH, FAMILY, FREEDOM 


Letter From Prison by a J6er 
by Kelly Meggs 
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CULTURE 
America’s Patriotic Songs 


by Steve Byas — Americans have sung many patriotic songs 
throughout the history of their country. While most are good, some 
are not. Here we take a closer look. 
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Quality Products 


Quality starts at the beginning. 
From the selection of materials, 
through the painting process, 
and on through manufacturing, 
producing the highest quality 
part is our first priority. 


Industry Leaders 


Since 1972, we've been 
providing innovative solutions 
to the seamless gutter industry 
through expanded product lines, 
quality control, and the most 
State-of-the-Art equipment. 


Superior Service 


We are fully committed 

to fulfilling the needs of 
seamless gutter contractors 
every day with reliable parts, 
coupled with quick and 
accurate service. 


“\We are called the nation of inventors. And we are. We could still claim that title and wear its 
loftiest honors if we had stopped with the first thing we ever invented, which was human liberty.” 


www.SENOX.com 


— Mark Twain 


866-522-1696 


Publisher & Editor-in-Chief 
Gary Benoit 


Managing Editor 
John T. Larabell 


Executive Senior Editor 
Steve Bonta 


Senior Editors 
Paul Dragu ° William F. Jasper 
Alex Newman - Rebecca Terrell 


Copy Editor 
Liana Stanley 


Contributors 
Bob Adelmann + Dennis Behreandt 
Steve Byas - Raven Clabough 
D. Michael DeRidder 
Selwyn Duke « Brian Farmer 
Christian Gomez « William P. Hoar 
R. Cort Kirkwood ° Patrick Krey, J.D. 
Veronika Kyrylenko - James Murphy 
Annalisa Pesek - Dr. Duke Pesta 
Peter Rykowski « Michael Tennant 
Fr. James Thornton - Laurence M. Vance 
Joe Wolverton Il, J.D. 


Creative Director 
Joseph W. Kelly 


Art Director 
Katie Bradley 


Graphic Designers 
Lindsey McConnell 
Jacob Vang 


Advertising/Circulation Manager 
Julie DuFrane 


New American 


Printed in the U.S.A. * ISSN 0885-6540 
P.O. Box 8040 : Appleton, WI 54912 
920-749-3784 + 1-855-392-2666 (fax) 
www.thenewamerican.com 
editorial@thenewamerican.com 


Rates are $59 per year (Canada, add $9; 
foreign, add $27) Copyright ©2024 by 
American Opinion Publishing, Inc. Periodicals 
postage paid at Appleton, WI and additional 
mailing offices. Postmaster: Send any address 
changes to The New American, P.O. Box 8040, 


Appleton, WI 54912. 
monthly by American 


JBS.or 
g Opinion Publishing 


Inc., a wholly owned subsidiary of The John 
Birch Society. 


The New American 
is published twice 


Call 1-800-727-TRUE to subscribe today! 


The Importance of 


FROM THE EDITOR 


Becoming Better Informed 


Though the media and politicians con- 
stantly harp on the importance of getting 
as many people to vote as possible, the 
truth is that a large turnout does not neces- 
sarily translate into better election results. 
One example of this is the July 31, 1932 
German election in which the people, be- 
guiled by Hitler, made his National So- 
cialist party the most powerful party in the 
Reichstag with a plurality of the vote. The 
turnout in that election was 84 percent; 
the election results led to Hitler’s tyranny 
and the Holocaust. 

Of course, voting is important. But 
voting can result in something very dif- 
ferent from what the voters hope for — 
unless they first take the time to become 
well informed. In fact, without becoming 
informed, it would actually be better not 
to vote — just as it would be better not 
to drive a car or handle a firearm without 
getting trained in their proper use. If this 
sounds like hyperbole, consider that cast- 
ing uninformed ballots can result in the 
loss of liberty and the deaths of millions, 
as has occurred in Nazi Germany and so 
many other lands. 

Getting reliable information to make 
informed decisions can be exceedingly 
difficult when relying solely on the major- 
media echo chamber. For example, con- 
sider how the fangs have recently come 
out against Senator J.D. Vance over his 
“childless cat ladies” comment in a re- 
surfaced interview with Tucker Carlson 
from 2021. As spun by the opinion cartel, 
Vance is against women who do not have 
children, including women who are un- 
able to do so. He has also, presumably, 
wrongly characterized Vice President Ka- 
mala Harris as a childless cat lady, since 
Harris has two step children. 

But to reject and ridicule Vance’s com- 
ment this way is to miss the point. “It’s 
not a criticism of people who don’t have 
children,” he said to Megyn Kelly in 
a recent interview. “I explicitly said in 
my remarks, despite the fact the media 
has lied about this, that this is not about 
criticizing people who for various reasons 
didn’t have kids. This is about criticizing 
the Democratic Party for becoming anti- 
family and anti-child.” And not just the 


Democratic Party, but society as well. He 
elaborated that his comment “was actu- 
ally motivated in part by a conversation 
I had with my wife ... about how she felt 
this incredible professional pressure to not 
have kids because it set back her profes- 
sional advancement. And what a weird so- 
ciety that we’ve set up where moms who 
want to work — the thought that a lot of 
them are having is that I can’t have more 
babies because it’s going to be bad for my 
career.” Vance and his wife do not see it 
that way. “Having kids is good,” Vance 
told Kelly. “Being a parent changes your 
perspective on the world.” 

Harris expressed a very different per- 
spective when she commented at Reading 
Area Community College in September 
2023: “I’ve heard young leaders talk with 
me about a term they’ve coined called 
‘climate anxiety’ ... which is fear of the 
future and the unknown — of whether it 
makes sense to even think about having 
children.” Yes, let’s think about that — 
what kind of world would a world with- 
out children be? When a video of this re- 
mark by Harris resurfaced recently, Elon 
Musk posted on X, “Shamala [sic] is an 
extinctionist. The natural extension of her 
philosophy would be a de facto holocaust 
for all of humanity!” In addition to Harris, 
there are others who hold similar beliefs 
who exercise considerable influence in 
the Democratic Party, and it is this anti- 
child, anti-family mindset that Vance’s 
admittedly sarcastic “childless cat ladies” 
comment speaks to. 

This issue of The New American fea- 
tures articles on Democratic Party presi- 
dential nominee Kamala Harris and Re- 
publican Party vice-presidential nominee 
J.D. Vance, by executive senior editor 
Steve Bonta and senior editor Paul Dragu, 
respectively. Both articles look beyond 
a smoke screen of obfuscation to better 
understand what their subjects are all 
about. We encourage you to become bet- 
ter informed by not only carefully read- 
ing these articles, but also delving much 
deeper, doing your own research. Much is 
at stake in this election, and it is vital to be 
well informed. 

— Gary Benoit 
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Bidenomics Hits Conn’s, Forces Bankruptcy 


Conn’s, Inc. is a 134-year-old retailer in the southeastern Unit- 
ed States operating more than 550 stores and employing nearly 
4,000 people. The Epoch Times reported on July 25 that the com- 
pany has filed for bankruptcy, and by the end of October, the 
retailer that offers consumer electronics, appliances, and furniture 
will cease to exist. 

Conn’s bankruptcy is one of more than 3,000 filings since 
January this year, a 34-percent increase from the year before. 
This is largely a result of “Bidenomics” and its Keynesian view 
of economics, based on the foolish and destructive idea that gov- 
ernments, namely the U.S. government, can simply print all the 
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money that is needed. When inflation shows up, the Federal Re- 
serve can simply increase interest rates to slow the economy. 

The retailer was dependent upon consumers buying appliances 
and furniture, mostly to fill new homes they just purchased. When 
the Fed began raising interest rates to squeeze the economy, the 
housing market suffered. Prices of houses rose, reflecting the de- 
creased value of the currency, while the cost of financing them 
increased due to the higher interest rates. 

Gone will be the nearly 4,000 jobs Conn’s provides. Gone 
as well will be the estimated $2 billion creditors loaned to the 
company in hopes of earning a decent return for the risk taken, 
along with any money people invested in the company’s stock. 

According to Conn’s CEO Norman Miller, factors contributing 
to the bankruptcy “include drastic shifts in consumer behavior 
brought on by macro-economic trends, including changes to con- 
sumer spend[ing] as a result of multiple rounds of government 
stimulus associated with the COVID-19 pandemic, market-wide 
interest rate pressures, [and] inflation.” 

The company expects to complete the liquidation of its 553 
stores through heavily discounted sales by the end of October. 
Conn’s joins IT firm Dynata; seafood chain Red Lobster; biotech 
company Invitae Corporation; and the world’s largest industrial 
biomass producer, Enviva, all of which have filed for bankruptcy 
protection this year. 


Migrant Caravan Heads for U.S. Fearing Trump’s Reelection 


Departing on foot from southern Mexico on July 21, a large 
caravan of migrants is crossing the country aiming to reach the 
American border before the November presidential election. The 
caravan reportedly comprised more than 3,000 people as of late 
July, with more expected to join as it progresses through Mexico. 
Reuters noted in a July 23 article that, although it includes people 
from about a dozen countries, most are Venezuelans. 

Although there have been instances where the Mexican gov- 
ernment has provided police escorts, shelter, food, and beverages 
to migrants, authorities recently tightened the rules for crossing 
the country, including the cessation of special humanitarian per- 
mits that previously allowed migrants to move freely through 
Mexico. Without these permits, migrants are not allowed to use 
public transportation, and motorists face fines if they provide 
rides to undocumented individuals. 

Even though traveling through Mexico has become “increasingly 
challenging,” the looming possibility of Donald Trump returning 
to the presidency has heightened the urgency for many migrants. 
Trump has promised to close the border to “asylum seekers” on nu- 
merous occasions, and The Associated Press noted on July 22 that 
the migrants fear he will block permits to cross the border and “‘stop 
granting appointments to migrants through CBP One, an app used 
by asylum-seekers to enter the U.S. legally — by getting appoint- 
ments at U.S. border posts, where they make their cases to officials.” 


Sources reported that the migrants praised President Joe Biden, 
saying that he was “sent by God” and that he has their full sup- 
port, while accusing Trump of “evil and cruelty.” “We don’t want 
Donald Trump,” the caravan participants reportedly chanted. 

The Trump administration took a hard stance on asylum and 
refugee policies, including the “zero tolerance” and “remain in 
Mexico” measures, and implemented the “public charge” rule, 
making it more difficult for immigrants likely to rely on pub- 
lic assistance to obtain green cards. Speaking in late July at the 
Republican National Convention, Trump reaffirmed his commit- 
ment to “stopping the invasion” at the country’s southern border. 
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SEALs Win Battle Over Covid-19 Vaccine Mandate 


Thousands of Navy SEALs and other service members who were 
negatively impacted by President Joe Biden’s Covid-19 vaccine 
mandate have won a court settlement after years of litigation. 
According to a Military.com report on July 24, “Roughly 
17,000 service members refused the vaccine, and more than 8,400 
were discharged for their decision.” The Daily Mail added that 
those service members “were fired, denied trainings to advance 
in rank and, in some cases, even forced by the military to repay 
their initial signing bonuses between $4,000 and $7,000. SEALs 
and other special operations warfare troops were also told they 


would have to pay back the cost of their training by the federal 
government — hundreds of thousands of dollars.” 

Although the mandate was rescinded by the Department of 
Defense (DOD) early in 2023 and the administrative separa- 
tions for sailors who refused the jab were ended soon after, those 
discharged for refusing the vaccine were not reinstated after the 
mandate was lifted. MilitaryTimes noted that under the mandate, 
the U.S. military branches combined had granted only about 
1,200 permanent and temporary exemptions from the vaccine, 
most of them for medical reasons. 

The lawsuit filed in November 2021, US Navy SEALs 1-26 
v. Biden, alleged that the Navy and DOD violated the service 
members’ rights to religious freedom by “nearly categorically 
refusing” to accommodate their requests for religious exemptions 
from the Covid-19 vaccinations. 

After nearly four years, the settlement agreement was ap- 
proved by the court on July 24, 2024. In it, the Navy agreed 
to expunge all records of separation of the plaintiffs and grant 
them protection against discrimination on promotion boards for 
the next three years. According to Military.com, “The Navy also 
agreed to pay $1.5 million in legal fees to the plaintiffs’ attorneys. 
Previously, the attorneys were awarded $1.8 million in a separate 
settlement of a suit against the Defense Department.” However, 
“The plaintiffs will not receive any of the compensation in ei- 
ther settlement, and a settlement is not an admission of guilt or 
wrongdoing by either party.” 


Rep. Sheila Jackson Lee Dead at 74 


Hard-left Democratic Representative Sheila Jackson Lee of Texas 
died on July 19 at the age of 74. She had two months earlier an- 
nounced that she had pancreatic cancer. A native New Yorker who 
carpetbagged to Texas in 1994, Jackson Lee landed in Congress 
in 1994 and never left. 

In their July 19 announcement of her death, The New York 
Times described her as an “irrepressible presence,” and highlight- 
ed her role as “author and lead sponsor” of the divisive 2021 leg- 
islation proclaiming June 19 a federal holiday called “Juneteenth 
National Independence Day.” 

In 2019, Jackson Lee was forced out of her job as head of the 
Congressional Black Caucus Foundation after an employee sued 
the outfit alleging that Jackson Lee fired her because she had ac- 
cused another official of rape. Though a federal judge dismissed 
the lawsuit, its details strongly suggest that the accused official 
did, indeed, have his way with the woman. 

In April this year, Jackson Lee encouraged President Joe Biden 
to back reparations to blacks as a means of buying the black vote, 
saying, “Simply put, reparations can drive black voter turnout to 
transformative levels.” 

Also in April, she became the target of ridicule for peddling 
fake science at a high school in her Houston district. 

“You have the energy of the Moon at night. And sometimes 


you’ve heard the word ‘full moon,’” she told the scholars. “A 
full moon is that complete rounded circle ... made up mostly of 
gases.” Wondering about humans living on the moon, she asked, 
“Are the gases such that we could do that? The sun is a mighty 
powerful heat, but it’s almost impossible to go near the sun. The 
moon is more manageable. And you will see ina moment ... ina 
couple of years ... that NASA is going back to the moon.” 

Jackson Lee’s career rating on The New American’s Freedom 
Index is 21 percent, but she shuffled off this mortal coil with a 
perfect 0 percent in the 118th Congress. 
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“T wouldn’t have picked Vice President Trump to be vice president did I think she was not qualified 
to be president.” 

Minutes into a news conference at this year’s NATO summit in Washington, D.C., President Joe Biden 
mistakenly called Vice President Kamala Harris by the wrong name. Less than an hour earlier at an 
event celebrating the Ukraine Compact, he made a similar gaffe, introducing Ukrainian President 
Volodymyr Zelensky as “President Putin.” 


“Mr. Trump is unfit for our nation’s highest office.” 

Once a New York Times and CNN contributor who complimented House J6 Committee vice chair Liz 
Cheney (R-Wyo.) and condemned Trump followers as “MAGAts,” Senator J.D. Vance (R-Ohio) now 
blames media propaganda about Donald Trump for his own past negative comments aimed at the former 
president — among them, the above quote from an April 2016 interview with The New York Times. Two 
days after the July 13 attempt on his life in Pennsylvania, Trump named Vance as his running mate. 


“Kamala Harris got her start in politics by sleeping with Willie Brown. She became Vice President because Biden needed a 
non-white female on the ticket. Now she likely becomes the Democratic nominee for president because the guy at the top of 
the ticket has dementia. She’s made a career out of begging for hand-outs from powerful men. A thoroughly unimpressive 
human being.” 

Popular conservative commentator Matt Walsh posted this message on X after Joe Bidens July 21 announcement that he 
was dropping out of the 2024 presidential race and endorsing his vice president instead. 


“She, in fact, has held three elective offices — two statewide — and they are supporting a guy who has 
never held elective office. And, in fact, his only connection to government is 34 felonies that he’s going 
to have to report to a federal or a local parole officer according on the sentence on the state charges and if 
he’s convicted in the others. Donald Trump has never been elected to anything.” 

Tapping into his inner “Joe Biden,” Reverend Al Sharpton ranted senselessly on MSNBC after Vice 
President Kamala Harris’ announcement that she will run for president in November. He was attempting 
to defend Harris against Republican charges that she is a “DEI hire.” Sharpton = 


“At no point did I say that I was donating $45 million to Trump. That was a fiction made up by The Wall Street Journal.” 
Elon Musk answered questions from an ABC reporter during a visit to the U.S. Capitol in Washington, D.C. The Wall Street 
Journal stands by its story, citing Bloomberg's report that multibillionaire Musk has donated a “considerable amount” to 
the pro-Trump super political action committee known as America PAC. 


— Compiled by Rebecca Terrell 
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WHO IS 
KAMALA HARRIS? 


Kamala Harris is now her party’s presumptive presidential nominee, and there's 
no question she’s the favorite of the leftist and globalist establishment. 
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by Steve Bonta 


stunning cascade of events in June 
A July saw President Biden fall 

out of favor among his elite sup- 
porters and withdraw abruptly from the 
presidential race, to be replaced as a candi- 
date by his underachieving vice president, 
Kamala Harris. Harris has enjoyed little 
news coverage since the 2020 election, 
and such attention as she has garnered 
has been largely unfavorable. Yet despite 
strong reservations about her candidacy 
being voiced by some in the Democratic 
Party (such as Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez 
of New York), Harris somehow underwent 
a total media makeover in a single week, 
transformed by the magic of astroturfed 
hype from a ditzy California liberal with 
an off-putting laugh into a hip, savvy 
policy maven raised up by destiny to be 
Donald Trump’s electoral nemesis. 

Kamala Devi Harris was born in Oak- 
land, California, to an Indian-American 
mother and a Jamaican-American father. 
Her mother, a successful endocrinolo- 
gist, and her father, an economics profes- 
sor in the post-Keynesian tradition, were 
divorced when Kamala was seven. Har- 
ris lived around the United States and in 
Canada while growing up, but ended up 
attending law school in California, where 
she graduated in 1989 and was admitted to 
the bar in 1990. 

The ambitious Harris soon became a 
fixture in left-wing California politics. As 
deputy district attorney in Alameda Coun- 
ty in the early 1990s, she began publicly 
dating Willie Brown, the married speaker 
of the California Assembly. Brown, who 
had a reputation not only for public ex- 
tramarital dalliances but also for elevat- 
ing his cronies to lucrative positions in 
the state government, appointed Harris in 
1994 to the Unemployment Insurance Ap- 
peals Board. Subsequently, he appointed 
her to the California Medical Assistance 
Commission. As the Los Angeles Times 
reported at the time: 


Assembly Speaker Willie Brown, 
continuing his rush to hand out pa- 
tronage jobs while he retains his 
powerful post, has given high-paying 
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On the rise: As attorney general of California, Kamala Harris presided over a state in decline. 
Today’s blighted Golden State landscape of homeless encampments and smash-and-grab mobs 
is a consequence of policies she and other woke California law enforcers (such as current AG 


Rob Bonta) have pursued. 


appointments to his former law asso- 
ciate and a former Alameda County 
prosecutor who is Brown’s frequent 
companion. 

Brown, exercising his power even 
as his speakership seems near an 
end, named attorney Kamala Har- 
ris to the California Medical Assis- 
tance Commission, a job that pays 
$72,000 a year. 

Harris, a former deputy district at- 
torney in Alameda County, was de- 
scribed by several people at the Capi- 
tol as Brown’s girlfriend. In March, 
San Francisco Chronicle columnist 
Herb Caen called her “the Speaker’s 
new steady.”... 

Harris accepted the appointment 
last week after serving six months 
as Brown’s appointee to the Unem- 
ployment Insurance Appeals Board, 
which pays $97,088 a year. 


In 2024 dollars, those two salaries equate 
to $151,000 and $206,000, respectively. 
In 1998, Harris moved to San Francisco 
to become an assistant district attorney, 
and six years later she was elected district 
attorney of the City by the Bay. In that ca- 
pacity she served for two terms, until 2011. 
Among her more-celebrated achievements 
were creating new units for environmental 
crimes and hate crimes, her efforts to ban 
all gun shows within city limits, and her 


opposition to the death penalty. She also 
led a group of prosecutors seeking to in- 
fluence the Supreme Court’s 2008 Heller 
decision on the Second Amendment. 

After two terms as San Francisco DA, 
Harris became California’s attorney gen- 
eral in 2011. During her six-year term, she 
fought to invalidate California’s Prop 8, 
which defined marriage as being between 
one man and one woman. She worked to 
overturn California’s ban on affirmative 
action, and supported a bill to microstamp 
firearms, to make it easier for the state of 
California to track them. 


National Debut 

Kamala Harris first burst upon the national 
scene in 2017, when she was elected to 
the U.S. Senate. Her three years as Cali- 
fornia’s junior senator solidified her image 
as a radical-left reactionary and one of 
Trump’s most vicious detractors on Capi- 
tol Hill. For one thing, she quickly staked 
out a position as one of the most anti-gun 
legislators in Washington — she was a co- 
sponsor of bills aimed at requiring univer- 
sal background checks, banning so-called 
assault weapons, and imposing yet more 
unconstitutional federal controls on gun 
dealers. She was one of the most visible 
ringleaders of the Democratic parliamen- 
tary revolt during the Senate confirmation 
hearing of Supreme Court Justice Brett 
Kavanaugh, and has since raged against 
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Belle of the ball: With the inauguration of President Biden, Harris became America’s first woman 
vice president — and has been largely out of the public eye until now. 


Trump’s three Supreme Court appointees, 
whom she blames for the overturning of 
Roe v. Wade. She also supported and co- 
sponsored the Green New Deal in 2019, 
baring her radical-left environmentalist 
leanings for all to see. 

On immigration-related issues, which 
have since become the defining issue of 
her term as vice president, then-Senator 
Harris opined in 2018 that Immigration 
and Customs Enforcement (ICE) should 
probably be scrapped, telling MSNBC, “I 
think there’s no question that we’ve got to 
critically re-examine ICE and its role and 
the way that it is being administered and 
the work it is doing, and we need to prob- 
ably think about starting from scratch.” 
Also in 2018, during a confirmation hear- 
ing for Ronald Vitiello, whom Trump had 
nominated to lead ICE, Harris compared 
the public image of ICE to that of the 
KKK, helping to lay a rhetorical foun- 
dation for outrageous media lies in 2021 
about ICE agents whipping illegal Haitian 
immigrants with riding crops. 


Radical Views 

It was during the 2020 presidential cam- 
paign, however, that Kamala Harris’ leftist 
bona fides really burst forth. On abortion, 
Harris made it clear that Roe v. Wade did 
not go far enough, in her view. She pro- 
posed additional federal abortion protec- 
tions, including a requirement for federal 
“pre-clearance” of any state abortion laws. 
Harris continues to rail against Trump 
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for the overturn of Roe v. Wade, and will 
doubtless make it a prominent part of her 
2024 presidential campaign. 

Following the infamous George Floyd 
riots in Minneapolis in May and June of 
2020, Harris lent public support to the riot- 
ers (whom she euphemistically called “pro- 
testers”) on The Late Show With Stephen 
Colbert. After Colbert commented, “I know 
there are protests still happening in major 
cities across the United States, I’m just not 
seeing the reporting on it that I had for the 
first few weeks,” Harris replied: 


That’s right. But they’re not gonna 
stop. They’re not gonna stop, and 
this is a movement, I’m telling you. 
They’re not gonna stop, and every- 
one beware, because they’re not 
gonna stop. They’re not gonna stop 
before Election Day in November, 
and they’re not gonna stop after Elec- 
tion Day. Everyone should take note 
of that, on both levels, that they’re 
not going to let up — and they should 
not. And we should not. 


In June 2020, Harris also publicly sup- 
ported a bail fund, the Minnesota Free- 
dom Fund, set up in support of jailed 
BLM protesters in Minneapolis, an act that 
contributed to her low popularity ratings 
even among Democrats. The fund, which 
is still in operation, has become an all-pur- 
pose slush fund providing bail money for 
blacks accused of violent crimes. Several 
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of the individuals bailed out by the fund 
Harris supports subsequently committed 
violent offenses, including murder. One 
of the most notorious so far is 48-year-old 
George Howard, who, scant weeks after 
being enabled by the Minnesota Freedom 
Fund to bail out of domestic assault charg- 
es, got into an altercation on the highway 
and shot to death a 38-year-old motorist, 
Luis Damian Martinez Ortiz. 

Harris also came out in support of pro- 
viding full-service healthcare, including 
Medicare, to illegal aliens. She has sup- 
ported amnesty for illegals and backed 
sanctuary cities. 

On guns, Harris was unafraid to pro- 
claim as a presidential candidate that she 
supported mandatory gun “buybacks.” 
Building on her earlier support and spon- 
sorship of the Green New Deal, she called 
for reductions in red meat consumption in 
the name of fighting climate change, and 
supported bans on both fracking and off- 
shore drilling. 

With such a radical-left resumé, not at 
all unexpected for a politician from San 
Francisco but far outside the Overton 
window of Middle America, it is little 
wonder that Harris’ first presidential cam- 
paign foundered badly, polling in the low 
single digits in a crowded field (beneath 
even Michael Bloomberg when he had not 
even declared his candidacy). Faced with 
incontrovertible evidence that her dog and 
pony show would not play well in flyover 
country, Harris dropped out of the race be- 
fore the first primary was even held, and 
that, we all assumed, was that. 

But for logic-defying reasons of his 
own, equally improbable presidential 
nominee Joe Biden chose Kamala Har- 
ris as his running mate, and the rest is 
history. By fair means or foul (mostly, 
one supposes, the latter), the unlikely 
duo squeaked out a dubious win in the 
2020 election. With much of the atten- 
tion focusing on the improbable electoral 
miracle in which a semi-coherent, super- 
annuated former vice president cowering 
in his basement had somehow managed 
to defeat a popular if unconventional sit- 
ting president, Vice President Kamala 
Harris faded from the front pages to ful- 
fill mostly ornamental duties as Biden’s 
heir-in-waiting. 

It was broadly assumed that Biden had 
chosen the weakest, most vapid of all the 
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candidates in a field crowded with weak, 
vapid entrants because he wanted “im- 
peachment insurance.” Biden, after all, 
was keenly aware of his own shady deal- 
ings with corrupt foreign governments, as 
well as the outrageous lies, deceptions, 
and dirty tricks he and his Deep State en- 
ablers had resorted to in order to discredit 
Trump and bring down his entire admin- 
istration (think Hunter Biden laptop dis- 
information). He was also planning to 
stake the heart of the orange vampire via 
a coordinated, utterly amoral campaign 
of lawfare against Trump, his associates, 
and anyone even peripherally involved 
in the events of January 6, 2021. Such a 
campaign would certainly trigger an in- 
dignant response from an outraged GOP. 
But with the clueless Kamala Harris as 
his successor, Biden would be insulated 
from any serious attempt to force him out 
of office. 

This, at least, was the narrative most of 
us took for granted during those seemingly 
interminable years when we regarded with 
horror Biden’s dismaying incompetence 
coupled with his growing incapacitation 
— yet prayed he would limp across the 
finish line of his term in office to prevent 
Kamala, by all accounts an even worse 
choice, from becoming president. 


Border Czarina 

Early in his administration, Biden tasked 
Harris with working to solve the border 
crisis — supposedly. The press, in a Wash- 
ington tradition stretching back decades, 
fondly dubbed Harris Biden’s “border 
czar.” Despite recent denials that any such 
title, honorary or otherwise, was ever 
conferred, the reality of Harris as “border 
czar” (or perhaps more accurately, “cza- 
rina”) was formalized by a congressional 
resolution, and is beyond any reasonable 
dispute. 

What is disputed is what, if anything, 
Harris ever did in this capacity. Most 
Americans probably assumed that the 
radical-left Kamala Harris would do noth- 
ing to discourage, and would likely even 
encourage, the new stampede of illegal 
immigrants and asylum seekers across the 
southern border, and that has proven to be 
the case. 

But idle she certainly was not. An oft- 
repeated lie of the Biden administration 
— that its hands are tied on the border 
unless Republicans pass enabling legisla- 
tion — has long been used as an excuse 
for its inaction in securing the border post- 
Trump. With this lie as camouflage, Harris 
launched in 2021 the Partnership for Cen- 
tral America (PCA), which has been touted 


Border czarina: Harris speaks to the media after inspecting border and customs facilities in El 
Paso, Texas. Most of her interest in illegal immigration has been focused not on the border, but 
on certain countries, such as Guatemala and El Salvador, that are sources of illegal immigrants. 
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as a public-private partnership “working 
with businesses and social enterprises to 
make new, significant commitments to ad- 
dress the root causes of migration through 
economic opportunity in the region.” 
More specifically, the PCA under Harris’ 
leadership has been working allegedly to 
address “root causes” of illegal immigra- 
tion (instead of securing the border itself), 
especially from the so-called Northern 
Triangle of Central America (Guatemala, 
El Salvador, and Honduras). This was to 
be done not only by encouraging private 
corporations to invest there, but also by 
channeling large amounts of U.S. foreign 
aid to the region as well. While claiming 
to be “independent, nongovernmental, and 
nonpartisan,” the PCA in fact “partners 
closely with the U.S. Department of State 
and the U.S. Agency for International De- 
velopment [USAID],” according to one 
article from the University of Virginia’s 
Darden School of Business’ Institute for 
Business in Society, another partner with 
the PCA. Writer Felipe Saffie explained 
the rationale for the PCA as follows: 


Irregular migration from Guate- 
mala, Honduras and El Salvador to 
the United States is deeply rooted 
in a lack of economic opportunity, 
high levels of violence and citizen 
insecurity, an increase in climate 
volatility and a desire for family re- 
unification.... Investments in educa- 
tion, health care and transportation 
infrastructure are needed to promote 
economic development, in addition 
to vocational and job training to de- 
velop a more skilled workforce. 
This situation stems from a vari- 
ety of structural factors, including 
low levels of private sector invest- 
ment, low labor productivity and a 
lack of skilled workers, high levels 
of labor informality, and challenges 
in promoting the rule of law, sound 
governance, and legal certainty. 
Governments, companies and in- 
stitutions working together can work 
toward practical solutions, mobilize 
humanitarian aid and new invest- 
ments, and offer hope and opportunity 
to potential migrants for a better life. 


But Harris and the Biden administration 
were not alone in planning and launching 
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the PCA. Shortly after the administration 
issued a “Call to Action” in conjunction 
with the rollout of the PCA in May 2021, 
Harris met personally with the World Eco- 
nomic Forum’s Klaus Schwab to plan fur- 
ther action in alignment with the WEF’s 
oft-touted goal of “stakeholder capital- 
ism.” Said Schwab at the time: 


The Forum has been actively engaged 
in Latin America for decades, devel- 
oping and supporting the implemen- 
tation of a strategic agenda to address 
the region’s most pressing challenges 
and ensuring a robust participation 
of leaders. In response to this Call to 
Action, the World Economic Forum 
will convene a network of commit- 
ted actors over time. The principles 
of Stakeholder Capitalism provide a 
fundamental guide for these actors on 
the role that long-term, sustainable 
investment can play. 


The first 12 of those “committed actors” 
included Latin American corporations 
such as Bancolombia and the NGO Ac- 
cion, as well as prominent North American 
companies such as yogurt manufacturer 
Chobani, online language school Duolin- 


Elite ties: Kamala Harris met personally with 


go, Mastercard, and Microsoft. The num- 
ber of private partners with the PCA has 
since grown to more than 30, with the likes 
of textbook publisher Pearson, agrobusi- 
ness giant Cargill, and the George W. Bush 
Institute among more recent entrants. 

But these venerable companies and 
NGOs are not lining up to pour money into 
the slums of Guatemala City and Teguci- 
galpa for purely altruistic motives. The 
public part of “public-private partnership” 
is being mustered as a guarantor for their 
investments. A parallel government initia- 
tive, Central America Forward, has been 
funneling both public and private money 
into the Northern Triangle to enhance job 
creation, workforce training, and access 
to credit for local workers — millions of 
them, according to a recent White House 
fact sheet. Of particular interest for our 
purposes was the creation by USAID of the 
Central America Service Corps (CASC), a 
fascist-style national service corps trans- 
parently modeled after Bill Clinton’s 
controversial AmeriCorps. This USAID- 
funded initiative will “work with over 
60,000 vulnerable youth and offer them 
alternatives to irregular migration through 
community service projects and technical 
assistance to match youth to potential jobs, 


founder Klaus Schwab 


in 2021 to plan a new international initiative to funnel taxpayer money into Central American 
countries in the name of alleviating poverty and illegal immigration to the United States. 
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training and mentoring, facilitating finan- 
cial inclusion efforts, and direct financial 
support through stipends.” Moreover, the 
activities of the CASC will be coordinated 
by USAID with the Peace Corps, the In- 
ter-American Foundation, the U.S. Forest 
Service, and, of course, the PCA. In other 
words, thanks to Kamala Harris’ work, 
U.S. taxpayers are now subsidizing cor- 
rupt Central American governments at diz- 
zying new levels, pouring foreign aid into 
jobs training, infrastructure projects, and 
legal reform, and enabling foreign compa- 
nies to “invest” resources with American 
taxpayers acting as risk guarantors. 

Harris has also personally set up the 
initiative In Her Hands (IHH), a “wom- 
en’s economic security initiative” that, in 
conjunction with the PCA, is specifically 
targeting economic and social opportuni- 
ties for women in the region by “promot- 
ing gender parity” and the Latin American 
equivalent of affirmative action aimed at 
“elevating women within companies 
across the region.” 

In other words, far from ignoring the 
border issue, Harris has been very busy 
indeed — attacking the problem with all of 
the misplaced priorities of the radical Left. 
These priorities include ignoring actually 
securing the border, professing to attack 
the root cause of other countries’ govern- 
ment corruption by enlarging the involve- 
ment of the U.S. government, and encour- 
aging the private sector to pour money 
into the local public sectors to create the 
usual mishmash of woke social programs 
targeting problems that only seem to be 
exacerbated by the involvement of left- 
ist busybodies. The overarching impera- 
tive of American leftists such as Harris is, 
and always has been, feeling good about 
themselves rather than actually solving 
problems. Thanks to Harris and the PCA, 
leftist virtue signaling has become a major 
enterprise in Central America. Govern- 
ment and legal corruption in the region 
will continue to be subsidized, and the il- 
legal immigration flow unabated, thanks 
to such meddling. 


Elite Support 

Yet the Powers That Be have already 
rebranded the clueless Harris as a for- 
eign-policy force to be reckoned with, 
as evidenced by a hagiographic essay 
released by the Council on Foreign Re- 
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Abortion mission: A far-left radical, Harris has been one of the most vocal proponents of abortion 
on demand, and believed Roe v. Wade itself was not extreme enough. Here, Harris speaks in 


opposition to a Florida abortion law. 


lations (CFR) on July 25. According to 
Linda Robinson, a CFR senior fellow for 
women and foreign policy, “Harris’s for- 
eign policy experience has been far wider 
than recognized, equipping her to serve 
as the first woman president.” The CFR, 
for the uninitiated, has been America’s 
globalist foreign-policy establishment for 
more than a century, and, in coordination 
with various affiliates abroad, such as the 
U.K.’s Royal Institute of International Af- 
fairs, is the entity primarily responsible 
for keeping America firmly in the global- 
ist camp and building up the UN-centered 
global political, financial, and military 
order. Harris herself is not a CFR mem- 
ber, but the organization (and with it, the 
entire globalist establishment) has obvi- 
ously thrown its support wholeheartedly 
behind her candidacy, as evidenced by 
Robinson’s article. Harris has earned her 
spurs by dealing with a spate of “existen- 
tial” issues, writes Robinson: 


The issues that the Biden-Harris ad- 
ministration has faced during this 
term could not be more existential: 
Russia’s nuclear saber-rattling, the 
first conventional war on European 
soil since World War IJ; strengthen- 
ing and expanding the North Atlantic 
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Treaty Organization (NATO) alli- 
ance; confronting a rising China with 
strong defense and a strategy to man- 
age the most competitive geopoliti- 
cal rivalry of our time; and grappling 
with rapid technological and climate 
change that is altering the foundation 
and fabric of life, to mention a few of 
the daily challenges. 


Left unmentioned, conveniently, is the 
fact that certain of those problems (China 
and Ukraine) have been exacerbated by 
Biden administration policies, and other 
debacles, such as Afghanistan, passed un- 
mentioned. After lamenting the “trivial” 
news coverage of Harris that plays into 
“sexist and racist stereotypes,” Robinson 
tries to burnish Harris’ foreign-policy cre- 
dentials by pointing out that she “has regu- 
larly participated in Cabinet meetings and 
emergency meetings in the White House 
situation room and 
held frequent lunch- 

es with the president 

to discuss and ad- =| 
vise him on the most i 
pressing issues of the 
day” (are we to sup- 
pose that no other 
vice president has 
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ever done this?), and that Harris “has been 
given critical substantive foreign policy 
portfolios to manage as vice president” — 
including the aforementioned one on im- 
migration. Robinson writes approvingly 
of Harris’ work with the PCA, reminding 
her readers that 


The vice president led a $5 billion 
increase in private investment and 
bilateral aid to address root causes of 
crime, poverty, and unemployment 
that propel migration and set up of- 
fices in origin countries to allow asy- 
lum seekers to apply there rather than 
attempt the life-threatening journey 
through jungles alone or with coy- 
otes who prey on the vulnerable. In 
the course of this work, Harris met 
with the heads of Mexico, Guate- 
mala, and Honduras and led the U.S. 
delegation at the 2022 Summit of the 
Americas. 


Robinson also discusses Harris’ meet- 
ings with world leaders, from Xi Jinping 
to Volodymyr Zelensky, and her trips to 
Asia and Africa, along with less-known 
activities such as her involvement with 
the National Space Council and her inter- 
est in AI. The message is clear: Kamala 
Harris, her deficiencies notwithstand- 
ing, is a reliable asset of the globalist 
establishment and, as president, will be 
surrounded by handpicked CFR experts 
who will ensure that her policy priorities 
remain in alignment with the internation- 
alist agenda. 

This, then, is the real Kamala Harris: 
radical-left social reformer and establish- 
ment-anointed globalist. Having been a 
behind-the-scenes policymaker for Presi- 
dent Biden, a President Kamala Harris, 
we may confidently predict, will continue 
the foreign and domestic policies of Biden 
himself, to the continued benefit of global- 
ist elites and to the usual detriment of the 
American people. Hf 
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WHO IS 
J.D. WANCE> 


MAGA was thrilled to hear of Trump's choice 
of J.D. Vance for VP. But is he truly America First? 


by Paul Dragu 


is real. And he believes he’s been “red- 
pilled.” 

“Once you see the way that knowledge 
is transmitted, once you see the way that 
public policy works in this country, it’s 
very hard to unsee it,” Senator J.D. Vance 


ames David Vance believes the matrix 


Paul Dragu is a senior editor for The New American 
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(R-Ohio) said during his keynote address 
in November 2021 at the second National 
Conservatism Conference. He reminded 
the audience that Neo, the hero played 
by actor Keanu Reeves in the popular 
movie The Matrix, was “red-pilled” by 
learning about the “fundamental corrup- 
tion that laid at the heart of the society 
that he lived in.” Vance’s own red-pilling, 
however, has taught him that “much of 
what drives truth and knowledge is fun- 
damentally determined by the universi- 


ties,” which, he added, pursue not truth 
and knowledge but lies and deceit. In es- 
sence, public policy and public sentiment 
are shaped by lies and propaganda that 
originate from universities. 

Vance was running for one of Ohio’s 
U.S. Senate seats when he said this. He 
won that race. And now, he might end up 
the vice president of the United States of 
America. Donald Trump announced Vance, 
the author of Hillbilly Elegy, as his running 
mate at the Republican National Conven- 
tion in Milwaukee, Wisconsin, on July 15, 
2024, just two days after he survived an 
assassination attempt in Butler, Pennsyl- 
vania. According to reports, Trump picked 
Vance over finalists Senator Marco Rubio 
(Fla.) and North Dakota Governor Doug 
Burgum, after being swayed, in part, by 
his son, Don Jr.; X owner and Tesla chief 
Elon Musk; and Tucker Carlson, one of the 
most influential commentators in conser- 
vative politics. Carlson has publicly said 
a major reason he advocated for Vance is 
because some of the vilest people opposed 
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him. Reports say Carlson’s former boss at 
Fox, Rupert Murdoch, was one of many 
voices urging Trump not to select Vance. 

Interestingly, Vance was once a vocal 
never-Trumper. He called his potential 
boss “America’s Hitler,” “reprehensible,” 
and “cultural heroin.” But now he says he’s 
seen the light. “I was wrong about Donald 
Trump,” he told Fox’s Bret Baier. What 
changed? “I didn’t think he was going to 
be a good president. He was a great presi- 
dent.” Vance has said that had he been vice 
president on January 6, 2021, he would not 
have certified the election results. 

Vance is certainly not a typical VP can- 
didate. His selection goes beyond who’s 
next in line after Trump. It goes beyond po- 
sitioning him as a future presidential can- 
didate. Vance, many have observed, may 
very well be the man to carry the MAGA 
mantle after Trump. Since that is likely the 
case, The New American thought it espe- 
cially vital to examine him. 

For starters, Vance has no ties to the 
globalist policy factory, the Council on 
Foreign Relations. He has no ties to the 
World Economic Forum. But he does have 
connections to certain Silicon Valley tech 
titans who’ve played a significant role in 
building the current surveillance state. 
We’ll look at that shortly. 

The New American magazine publishes 


its own Freedom Index, which gauges how 
well or badly a legislator adheres to the 
U.S. Constitution. Every legislator has a 
freedom score, and for the most part, a dis- 
mal one. Ohioans elected Vance to the Sen- 
ate in 2022, so his record is brief. Never- 
theless, his cumulative score of 86 percent 
is nothing to sneeze at. Only six other sena- 
tors — Tommy Tuberville (R-Ala.), Mike 
Braun (R-Ind.), Roger Marshall (R-Kan.), 
Rand Paul (R-Ky.), Eric Schmitt (R-Mo.), 
and Mike Lee (R-Utah) — have Freedom 
Index scores for the entire 118th Congress 
that are equal to or greater than Vance’s. 
That’s good company. 

As a senator, Vance voted to count only 
American citizens in the U.S. Census. He 
voted to stop the U.S. government from 
obtaining information on Americans col- 
lected under Section 702 of the Foreign 
Intelligence Surveillance Act. He voted 
to reverse a Federal Highway Administra- 
tion rule that requires state transportation 
agencies to set greenhouse-gas-emissions 
reduction targets. He voted to prohibit 
the federal government from labeling a 
USS. citizen’s speech as “disinformation 
or misinformation.” He voted to audit the 
Federal Reserve. He voted against mask 
and vaccine mandates, against the ATF’s 
pistol-brace rule, against the EPA’s truck- 
emissions rule, against abortion allow- 
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MAGA man: J.D. Vance was once a very vocal critic of Donald Trump, but he says he changed his 
mind after seeing Trump’s presidency. He now claims to be a staunch supporter of Trump and the 


MAGA movement. 
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ances for VA workers, and against ESG 
considerations in retirement plans. 
Vance’s voting record, however, in- 
cludes a vote against an amendment to 
reduce funding of the Further Continuing 
Appropriations and Other Extensions Act 
(H.R. 6363) by 15 percent; a vote for the 
Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2024, or 
the “Minibus”; and a vote to increase fund- 
ing for the U.S. Fire Administration by 24 
percent. The Constitution does not autho- 
rize any federal spending for firefighting. 
A vote against spending cuts usually re- 
sults in a demerit in TNA ’s Freedom Index. 
Let’s look at what Vance believes. 


Immigration 

While it has been a concern for decades, 
immigration took center stage after the 
Biden Regime assumed power and flung 
open the southern border, creating the most 
disastrous deluge of migrants in the history 
of America. 

During an interview with The Europe- 
an Conservative, published February 22, 
2024, Vance pointed out the effect of mass 
migration while taking a shot at one of the 
most revered figures in conservatism. He 
said, “I think Reagan was a good president. 
But I don’t have nearly the hagiographic 
response to Reagan as most of my older 
conservative colleagues. For example, I 
think his immigration policies were a di- 
saster. You can blame the fact that Califor- 
nia is now a blue state on Ronald Reagan’s 
immigration policies, like, let’s not pretend 
that he was perfect at politics.” Vance is 
likely referring to Reagan’s disastrous 
mass-amnesty law. 

He has also publicly pointed out that 
mass migration strains local resources, in- 
cluding hospital and school services. He’s 
said that open borders lower wages for 
American citizens, especially the ones liv- 
ing in the type of poor Midwest towns he 
grew up in. And he pointed out that open 
borders flood those same working towns 
with lethal drugs such as fentanyl, which 
has snuffed out the lives of thousands of 
Americans. 

For Vance, open borders also worsen an 
already-existing housing crisis. “We can- 
not as a country absorb 10 million people 
and still provide high quality housing to 
the rest of our citizens. The math doesn’t 
work, the numbers don’t make sense. The 
increase in housing prices and rents is clear 
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for all to see,” he said on May 2, 2023, 
during a Senate subcommittee hearing on 
rural housing legislation. He added, “We 
live in a world of limited resources and do 
these resources go, especially in world of 
sky-high deficits, to American citizens or 
elsewhere?... I really think that we need to 
provide high-quality housing to our rural 
people, our urban people, to everyone in 
between. It really destroys the political 
will for [federal housing programs] when 
they’re extended to people who, in some 
cases, are only here for having broken our 
laws.” He then urged compassion not just 
for illegals, but also for American citizens. 
Notice, though, how this stance also seems 
to assume that federal housing welfare, if 
directed at American citizens, is legitimate 
and beneficial. 

On a related note, in May of this year, 
Vance led a probe into Joe Biden’s De- 
partment of Justice for what he alleges is 
favoritism to foreign workers over Ameri- 
can citizens in employment discrimination 
cases. According to Breitbart, “Vance, Sen. 
Mike Lee (R-UT), and Sen. Tommy Tuber- 
ville (R-AL) suggest that the department 
has become increasingly laser-focused on 
employment discrimination cases where 
foreign workers are the alleged victims.” 

Advocates of immigration reduction 
are thrilled with Vance. James Massa, 
CEO of NumbersUSA, which has given 
Vance an A rating, said, “Vance has 
emerged as a leading voice in the Senate 
in favor of genuine immigration reform.” 
Massa also noted, 


[Vance] dependably backs effec- 
tive border security and interior en- 
forcement policies, from parole and 
asylum reform to national E-Veri- 
fy. Vance is an original cosponsor of 
S. 2824, the Senate companion bill 
to H.R. 2, the Secure the Border Act, 
which passed the House in May 2023 
and would have ended the border cri- 
sis. He voted against the Senate im- 
migration deal endorsed by President 
Biden, which would have mandated 
illegal immigration and raised legal 
immigration.... Senator Vance under- 
stands that immigration policy must 
no longer be determined by special 
interests in Washington, D.C. or big 
business seeking cheap labor at the 
expense of American workers, but 
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End the proxy war: While certainly no fan of Putin or Russia’s actions in Ukraine, Vance is 
opposed to further U.S. involvement in the conflict. He believes the money should be spent 
securing our own border. Shown here are Ukrainian soldiers loading an American M777 howitzer. 


instead designed in the interest of the 
American people at large. 


Foreign Policy 

Vance has called neoconservative foreign 
policy “strategically and morally stupid.” 
He has mocked empty neocon jargon about 
spreading “democracy” around the world 
as “preposterous.” He said American for- 
eign policy has been a “failure” over the 
last 40 years and called U.S. military cam- 
paigns in Iraq, Afghanistan, Syria, and 
Lebanon “disasters.” He’s even taken a 
shot at a long-standing neocon and glob- 
alist figure. “Sen. Mitch McConnell was 
elected literally the year that I was born. 
And Mitch McConnell is extremely con- 
fident about nearly every single foreign 
policy view that he holds despite the fact 
that ... nearly every foreign policy view 
he’s held has actually been wrong.” 

Vance’s voting record echoes his 
foreign-policy rhetoric. TNA’s Freedom 
Index reminds us that Vance voted against 
the $95 billion package for Ukraine, Isra- 
el, and Taiwan. He also voted to remove 
U.S. armed forces from Syria, as well as 
from Niger. 

Vance has been especially vocal about 
U.S. involvement in Ukraine. He has criti- 
cized the Biden Regime for perpetuating 
the war without concern over the financial 
toll on Americans or cost to the Ukrainian 
population. “I certainly admire the Ukrai- 
nians who are fighting against Russia, but 


I do not think it is in America’s interest to 
continue to fund effectively a never-ending 
war in Ukraine,” he said while speaking at 
a conference hosted by the Quincy Institute 
and The American Conservative on May 
23, 2024. He has criticized Republican 
leaders for diverting funding to Ukraine 
at the expense of securing the southern 
border: “We supported a negotiation to 
bring common sense border security to 
this country. We did not agree to a bor- 
der fig leaf to send another $61 billion to 
Ukraine.” He has also accurately observed 
that American intervention in Eastern Eu- 
rope has brought Russia and China closer, 
analysis echoed by the globalist think tank 
Council on Foreign Relations in the May/ 
June 2024 edition of its magazine, Foreign 
Affairs: “China, for its part, has become 
Russia’s most important lifeline. Beijing 
has ramped up its purchase of Russian oil 
and gas, putting millions of dollars into 
Moscow’s coffers.” 

Regarding Europe, Vance believes 
countries there should shoulder more re- 
sponsibility for military defense, especially 
weapons production. He believes it’s time 
the Europeans lessen their dependence on 
the United States for their security. 

As far as Israel goes, he seems to take 
a softer tone. During an interview with 
CNN in May, he said, “TI think that our at- 
titude vis-a-vis the Israelis should be, look, 
we’re not good at micromanaging Middle 
Eastern wars, the Israelis are our allies, let 
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Big Tech connection: Vance’s ties to Peter Thiel and Big Tech surveillance companies have 


caused worry among some conservatives. Some counter that Thiel has supported Ron Paul and 


free-speech video platform Rumble. 


them prosecute this war the way they see 
fit.” He’s said there should be a combining 
of the Abraham Accord approach with the 
defeat of Hamas that achieves a condition 
where Israel and the Sunni nation can play a 
regional counterweight to Iran. He believes 
the best scenario is one in which Israel and 
Sunni Muslims police their own region, al- 
lowing the United States to focus less on 
the Middle East and more on East Asia. 

Regarding China, Vance believes 
America created a monster. “China, based 
on and because of the stupidity of Wash- 
ington leaders over the past generation, is 
now arguably the most powerful industrial 
economy in the world,” he has said. “We 
allowed China to build its middle class off 
the backs of the American middle class. 
We actually promoted the creation of a 
Chinese super industrial economy. And 
the crazy thing is — the free traders never 
acknowledge this point in 2024 — when 
we were making the arguments in the ’70s 
and the ’80s that we should build China’s 
industrial economy, we were doing it ex- 
plicitly with the knowledge that it would 
harm America’s middle class.” 

For Vance, talk of China usually comes 
with a reminder that America needs to 
ramp up manufacturing at home. “If we 
are not able to be self-reliant, if we can’t 
manufacture our own pharmaceuticals, 
our own munitions, the components that 
Americans rely on for their everyday lives, 
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then we are never going to be able to build 
the kind of middle class that we want in 
this country.” He adds, “I don’t want to go 
to war with China, I want to make more 
of our own stuff.... As the father of three 
young children, I really don’t want to go 
to war with a country that makes all of our 
antibiotics.” 

For Vance, the most important com- 
ponent of foreign-policy power starts at 
home. “If the U.S. has in-house industry 
might, it’s going to make her enemies less 
likely to start conflicts.” 


Peter Thiel and Big Tech 

A major concern among patriots regard- 
ing Vance centers on his connection to 
tech tycoon Peter Thiel, whom Vance 
met when he was a student at Yale Law 
School. Vance worked for Thiel’s invest- 
ment firm, Mithril Capital, for two years 
after leaving Yale. Thiel, who pitched 
Vance as VP to Trump, poured $15 mil- 
lion into Vance’s successful 2022 Senate 
campaign. 

Investigative reporter Whitney Webb 
believes Vance’s Thiel and Big Tech con- 
nections are deeply unsettling. After his 
time at Mithril Capital, Vance joined the 
tech venture-capital investment firm Revo- 
lution Ventures, which attracted investors 
such as Amazon’s Jeff Bezos and the Wal- 
ton family of WalMart, “who boast long- 
standing deep ties to the Clinton family.” 
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Webb adds, “Vance later launched his 
own venture-capital firm Narya Capi- 
tal in 2020, which was heavily funded 
by Thiel as well as former Google CEO 
Eric Schmidt. Schmidt, a major Democrat 
donor, has been the guiding hand behind 
the Biden administration’s science and 
technology policy and has dominated the 
development of the AI policies of the US 
military and intelligence communities.” 
After leaving PayPal, which he co-found- 
ed in 1998, Thiel created Palantir, “the en- 
gine on which the surveillance state runs.” 

But those who believe Vance’s Thiel 
connection is unequivocally worrisome 
should consider that Thiel also supported 
Donald Trump, liberty icon Ron Paul, and 
Harriet Hageman, the Wyoming congress- 
woman who unseated Liz Cheney (Hage- 
man’s Freedom Index score, by the way, 
is an impressive 93 percent). Thiel also 
invested in the video-sharing platform 
Rumble, which has provided an outlet for 
thousands of people with dissident views 
not allowed on YouTube. 


Con-Con 

Vance is also said to be supportive of an 
Article V convention (Con-Con) to amend 
the Constitution. At least that’s what Con- 
vention of States (COS), the primary orga- 
nization working to bring about a conven- 
tion, says: “In the past, Vance expressed 
his support for an Article V convention in 
a Convention of States candidate survey. 
He stated that he would support and vote 
for the Convention of States Project’s ap- 
plication for an Article V convention and 
that he believes it is appropriate for state 
legislators to use their authority in Article 
V of the U.S. Constitution to propose con- 
stitutional amendments through a state-led 
convention.” 

But COS’ celebration may not be wholly 
genuine, as there appears to be no record of 
Vance supporting a Con-Con. 

If the 2024 presidential election will be 
conducted with any semblance of legiti- 
macy, the Trump-Vance ticket will almost 
certainly triumph. But is Vance truly an 
America First vice-presidential candidate? 
Is he truly a threat to the oligarch class? Is 
he truly red-pilled? 

There is only so much that can be 
gleaned from rhetoric and a short voting 
record. In the end, the proof will be in the 
pudding. 
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Fight! 


A would-be assassin almost 
murdered former President 
Donald Trump. How and why 
did this happen? 

(August 12, 2024) TNA240812 


Kamala & J.D.: Who Are They? 


Kamala Harris is now the presumptive Democratic 


presidential candidate, and J.D. Vance is Donald 


Trump's pick for V.P. Here we take a close look at both 


politicians. 
(August 26, 2024) TNA240826 


Bypassing the 
Media Cartel, With 
Kate Dalley 


Despite attempts to beguile the 
people via media censorship, 
the truth is getting out, and 
is proving to be a much 
more powerful weapon than 
deception. 

(July 29, 2024) TNA240729 


Depopulation 
by Design 


When viewed in the context of 
US. and international policies 
on population reduction and 
control, the Covid pandemic was 
not an isolated or random event. 
(June 24, 2024) TNA240624 
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General Michael 
Flynn: Taking On The 
Deep State 


General Michael Flynn was 
targeted for destruction by the 
Deep State, which torpedoed 
his appointment as national 
security advisor. He is now 
fighting back. (June 10, 2024) 
TNA240610 
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Phasing Out 
America 


As Western governments 
pledged ever-more suicidal 
“climate” policies at the 
UN COP28 summit, the 
communist, socialist, and 
Islamic regimes of the world 
made oil deals. (January 29, 
2024) TNA240129 
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POLITICS — 


THE AMERICAN DREAM 
OR GOVERNMENT CONTROL? 


The American Dream of private home ownership in a safe, clean neighborhood is 
increasingly under attack in the name of environmentalism and social justice. 


by Tom DeWeese 


oes your family live in a single- 
D family house located in a neigh- 

borhood of your choosing? Is it 
a place where your kids are safe to play 
in the yard, where you can enjoy the sun 
in your lounge chair with the grill ready 
to be fired up for dinner, and where your 
neighbors wave hello? Are you counting 
on the equity value growing with each 
mortgage payment, preparing for your 
financial future? 

Well, get ready to lose it all, because a 
growing movement in America believes 
your happiness and success is divisive and 
racist, and ignores the plight of others who 


Author and nationally renowned speaker Tom De- 
Weese is founder and president of the American 
Policy Center and serves on the National Council 
of The John Birch Society. He is also editor of The 
DeWeese Report, and author of the book Now Tell 
Me I Was Wrong. 
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just don’t have the same opportunities and 
privileges as you. 

In several states and communities there 
has been, over the past few years, a drive 
to eliminate zoning protections for single- 
family neighborhoods such as yours. Those 
zoning protections were designed to keep 
your neighborhood in the same shape as 
you found it, with homes of similar styles 
and value, and free of apartment buildings 
and the excess crowding of neighborhoods 
designed for lower-income living spaces. 

As “smart growth” programs began 
to take control of planning policy in 
many cities across the nation, suburban 
neighborhoods became a special target. 
Of course, smart growth is about control 
of development, not personal choice. Its 
main focus is to move people out of rural 
areas and the suburbs and into the inner 
cities. In such a plan there is no room for 
traditional two-story homes and yards. 
The new housing plan is for high-rise 
apartments squeezed together in an urban 


setting where few cars are necessary, as 
residents walk or ride their bikes to the 
store and take public transportation to 
work. This is all to protect the environ- 
ment, of course. 

But how do you get people to accept 
such a major change in lifestyle? Create a 
crisis, of course! So today, we have a hous- 
ing shortage. Proponents of these smart 
growth schemes declare that they can put 
100 families in the space of your house and 
yard that today only holds four people, thus 
averting any housing shortage. 

The questions that must be asked are: 
Do we really have a housing shortage? 
If so, why? Aren’t home builders able to 
keep up with demand for housing? And 
why aren’t homes affordable for the aver- 
age American? 

The answer is, we don’t have a housing 
shortage — we have a government inter- 
ference problem. For the past several dec- 
ades, the government has been working to 
limit home building, or “urban sprawl,” as 
they call it. To protect the environment, we 
can’t have housing developments spreading 
all over the place. So, many cities have set 
up urban growth boundaries and allow no 
growth outside those lines. The poster child 
for this practice is Portland, Oregon. More 
than 20 years ago, the city installed such a 
boundary, and the restrictions have barely 
changed. But the population has grown 
by almost 80 percent. Now Portland has a 
housing crisis! 

Meanwhile, millions of illegal aliens are 
flooding our inner cities, and suddenly we 
have a national housing shortage. And why 
are single-family homes no longer afford- 
able? Massive inflation caused by govern- 
ment destruction of the value of the dollar 
is the main culprit. Again, this is a crisis 
caused by bad government — not zoning 
protections for homeowners. In fact, such 
home ownership used to be called the 
American Dream. Now it’s a crisis. 
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To raise the stakes even higher in our 
new world of social equity, the mayor of 
Minneapolis declared that people living in 
zoning-protected neighborhoods with sin- 
gle-family homes are actually self-segre- 
gating from those next to whom they don’t 
want to live. He summed up the charge by 
saying such neighborhoods are racist! 

President Joe Biden’s so-called infra- 
structure program calls for the end of 
zoning protections for suburban neigh- 
borhoods, to be replaced by the installa- 
tion of Section 8 public-housing projects. 
And Congress voted big money for such 
a plan. However, to implement such a 
plan, city councils would have needed 
to apply for the federal grants supplied 
through the legislation. Many would have 
done so, but such a process would have 
taken time, and there was no guarantee 
that every city would do it. Another ap- 
proach was needed. 

That plan came in June, through the bold 
efforts of Representative Lisa Blunt Roch- 
ester (D-Del.) and Senator John Fetterman 
(D-Pa.). Together they introduced in both 
houses of Congress the “Reducing Regula- 
tory Barriers to Housing Act.” Now, instead 
of waiting for local communities to make 
the decision to move forward with the as- 
sault on community organization, Congress 
can make it a law! 


i) 


; 


In a joint statement, Fetterman and Blunt 
Rochester explained their motivation for 
introducing the bill: “Historically, zoning 
practices have been used to divide com- 
munities and concentrate poverty in under- 
resourced areas. By transforming our zon- 
ing regulations, more people would have 
access to affordable and diverse types of 
housing, high-paying jobs, and healthy and 
safe communities.” 

Did you catch that? Suburban neighbor- 
hoods are the root cause of ghettos (“un- 
der-resourced areas”), but if you move that 
public housing to upscale neighborhoods, 
then the inhabitants will have “affordable” 
housing. (Of course, living in the upscale 
neighborhood will become “affordable” 
because home prices will plummet as 
property values are destroyed.) And the 
new inhabitants will get “high-paying 
jobs” by living in these newly constructed 
communities. Who knew that salaries on 
the job depended on the type of housing 
one lived in? And finally, everyone is 
going to have “healthy and safe commu- 
nities” simply because of the location. 

Let’s get something straight: Ghet- 
tos are created because they are run by 
government bureaucrats who care little 
about the quality of life there. If the air 
conditioning stops working, a window is 
broken, or the land around the building 


Housing authority: Senator John Fetterman (D-Pa.) presents himself as an “everyman” fighting 
for the “little guy.” His new housing bill would actually hurt average Americans by giving the 
federal government control over middle-class neighborhoods. 
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is overgrown with weeds, the bureaucrat 
still gets paid. (Private property is nearly 
always better taken care of because its 
condition affects the value of the proper- 
ty.) To believe that simply moving such a 
nightmare to a nice neighborhood will fix 
the problem of poverty is just economic 
ignorance. 

In addition, the Fetterman bill reads, “It 
is the policy of the United States to pro- 
vide for fair housing throughout the coun- 
try, and it is in the regional and national 
interest to have a supply of housing that is 
fair, affordable, adequate, and near oppor- 
tunity.” It goes on to say that any zoning 
ordinance that restricts housing opportuni- 
ties based on economic status or income 
without good reason is “contrary to the 
regional and national interest.” 

Now, under the Fetterman bill, bureau- 
crats are not planning to just take your home 
by eminent domain and rebuild the neighbor- 
hood. No, that would cause controversy and 
possibly pushback. They can’t have that op- 
position blocking their high ideas; it would 
be too messy. Instead, they will begin a slow 
and steady movement forward. First, they 
will begin to promote new building in the 
neighborhood, perhaps to allow tiny homes 
to be built in backyards, or apartments over 
garages. Next will come the promotion of 
turing some existing housing into rental 
apartments. Slowly the atmosphere in the 
neighborhood will begin to change. 

Over time, the original residents will 
begin to sell and leave. Their property 
will be bought by big developers such as 
BlackRock who are involved in the reor- 
ganization project. The homes will be torn 
down, and apartment buildings placed on 
the land. One at a time, the original homes 
will disappear. Finally, you, too, will have 
had enough, and you’ll have no choice but 
to leave. Mission accomplished. Your per- 
sonal choice, your investment, and your 
ability to live as you choose for your fam- 
ily will disappear. 

Do you want to stop this monster? If 
so, then the time has come for you, and 
every homeowner in America, to stand 
up and say NO! For perhaps the first 
time in your life, pick up the telephone 
or send a letter to your U.S. representa- 
tive and senators and tell them that the- 
Blunt Rochester/Fetterman bills must be 
thrown in the trash where they belong. 
Your way of life depends on it. Hi 
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The Second Amendment 
protects one of the 
most important rights 
of the people. Here 
we provide actionable 
steps for defending and 
promoting it. 


by Joe Wolverton Il, J.D. 


“Free men have arms, slaves do not.” 
— William Blackstone, Commentaries 
on the Laws of England (1769) 


he Second Amendment of the U.S. 
Constitution is more than just a 
guarantee of a right; it is a corner- 
stone of our Republic and a vital safeguard 
of our liberties. In an era in which the fun- 
damental rights of American citizens are 
continually questioned and often under- 
mined, it is imperative that we stand up for 
the Second Amendment with unwavering 
resolve. 

To fully appreciate the Second Amend- 
ment, we must first understand its histori- 
cal context. The framers of the Constitu- 
tion, influenced by the works of Cesare 
Beccaria, Algernon Sidney, and James 
Harrington, recognized the necessity of an 
armed populace as a bulwark against tyr- 
anny. They were keenly aware of the abuses 
of power that could arise in a centralized 
government, having experienced firsthand 
the oppressive rule of the British Crown. 

James Madison, often referred to as the 
“Father of the Constitution,” articulated 
the importance of the right to bear arms 
in Federalist 46. He argued that an armed 
citizenry would serve as a formidable de- 
terrent against the potential overreach of a 
federal government. Madison and his con- 
temporaries viewed the Second Amend- 
ment as an essential check on government 
power, ensuring that the people retained 
the ultimate authority. 

The experiences of the American Col- 
onists under British rule were pivotal in 
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shaping their views on the right to bear 
arms. The British attempts to disarm the 
Colonists, particularly in the lead-up to the 
Revolutionary War, demonstrated the crit- 
ical importance of an armed populace in 
resisting tyranny. The battles of Lexington 
and Concord, after British troops attempt- 
ed to seize Colonial arms and munitions, 
underscored the necessity of the right to 
bear arms for the protection of liberty. 

The language of the Second Amend- 
ment is clear and unequivocal: “A well- 
regulated Militia, being necessary to the 
security of a free State, the right of the 
people to keep and bear Arms, shall not 
be infringed.” 

The phrase “shall not be infringed” 
leaves no room for interpretation. The 
right to keep and bear arms is an indi- 
vidual right that the government cannot 
abridge, regardless of how “reasonable” or 
“necessary” that abridgment is portrayed. 


The Courts and the Constitution 
Despite the clarity of this language, the 
Second Amendment has been the subject 
of much debate and litigation. In Dis- 
trict of Columbia v. Heller (2008), the 
Supreme Court affirmed that the Second 
Amendment protects an individual’s right 
to possess firearms unconnected with 
service in a militia and to use those arms 
for traditionally lawful purposes, such as 
self-defense within the home. This land- 
mark decision reinforced the notion that 
the right to bear arms is a fundamental and 
individual right. 

The Heller decision was significant in 
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that it clarified the individual nature of 
the Second Amendment’s protection of 
the right to keep and bear arms. For many 
years, opponents of gun rights had argued 
that the Second Amendment applied only 
to state militias, not to individuals. The 
Supreme Court’s ruling in Heller put this 
argument to rest, affirming that the right to 
keep and bear arms is indeed enjoyed by 
each and every person. 

Moreover, the Court’s decision in Mc- 
Donald v. Chicago (2010) extended the 
protections of the Second Amendment to 
the states. This case was crucial because it 
ensured that state and local governments 
could not infringe upon the right to keep 
and bear arms. 

While the McDonald case is celebrat- 
ed as a victory for the perpetuation and 
expansion of the Second Amendment’s 
protection of the right to keep and bear 
arms, the incorporation of the Second 
Amendment to the states through the 14th 
Amendment was philosophically and 
constitutionally unnecessary. The Second 
Amendment most certainly was written 
and ratified as a protection of a person’s 
right to exercise armed protection of his 
life, liberty, and property against any at- 
tempt by the federal government to in- 
terpret its enumerated powers to grant to 
it some pretext for authority to disarm 
civilians. That right in general, however 
— the right to protect one’s life, liberty, 
and property by force of arms if neces- 
sary — is a natural right, and as such is 
unalienable, and no government — local, 
state, federal, or global — possesses or 
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could possess the power to deny anyone 
that right of which God alone is the giver. 


The Current Assault 

on the Second Amendment 

In recent years, the Second Amendment 
has come under increasing attack from 
various quarters. Gun-control advocates, 
often motivated by genuine concern for 
public safety, have proposed and enacted 
numerous laws aimed at restricting gun 
ownership and usage. While the desire to 
prevent gun violence is understandable, 
many of these measures infringe upon the 
constitutionally protected rights of law- 
abiding citizens. 

Common arguments for gun control 
include the need to reduce gun-related 
deaths, prevent mass shootings, and keep 
firearms out of the hands of criminals and 
the mentally ill. While these are legitimate 
concerns, it is crucial to remember that 
restricting the rights of responsible gun 
owners does not address the root causes 
of these issues. 

For example, many of the most restric- 
tive gun-control measures are enacted in 
cities with high rates of gun violence. 
Despite the draconian denials of the right 
to keep and bear arms, gun violence per- 
sists and proliferates because by very 
definition criminals do not adhere to 
gun-control regulations. Instead, these 
laws primarily affect law-abiding citi- 
zens who seek to exercise their Second 
Amendment-protected rights. 

In his essay On Crimes and Punish- 
ments (published in English in 1775 and 
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found in the libraries of John Adams, 
James Madison, Benjamin Franklin, and 
Thomas Jefferson, among others), young 
Italian thinker and jurist Cesare Becca- 
ria explained this illogical approach to 
attempting to address armed violence in 
these words: 


The laws of this nature are those 
which forbid to wear arms, disarm- 
ing those only who are not disposed 
to commit the crime which the laws 
mean to prevent. Can it be supposed, 
that those who have the courage to 
violate the most sacred laws of hu- 
manity, and the most important of 
the code, will respect the less con- 
siderable and arbitrary injunctions, 
the violation of which is so easy, and 
of so little comparative importance? 
Does not the execution of this law 
deprive the subject of that personal 
liberty, so dear to mankind and to the 
wise legislator? And does it not sub- 
ject the innocent to all the disagree- 
able circumstances that should only 
fall on the guilty? It certainly makes 
the situation of the assaulted worse, 
and of the assailants better, and rather 


SS 


encourages than prevents murder, as 
it requires less courage to attack un- 
armed than armed persons. 


Similar statutes such as universal back- 
ground checks, waiting periods, and mag- 
azine-capacity limits do nothing to deter 
criminals. Instead, they create obstacles 
for responsible gun owners who wish to 
purchase firearms and ammunition. The 
focus should be on enforcing existing laws 
and addressing the root causes of violence, 
such as mental-health issues and gang ac- 
tivity, rather than imposing asinine and 
ineffectual additional restrictions on law- 
abiding citizens. 


Government Complicity 
With Global Disarmament Design 
While our efforts should specifically focus 
on the threats to the Second Amendment 
coming from our own government, we 
must not forget the globalist gun grab 
being planned by the United Nations 
through agreements to which our govern- 
ment is a signatory. This includes the UN 
Arms Trade Treaty (ATT). 

In brief, this agreement would require a 
national gun registry; would deny the indi- 
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Clear intent: Although the phrase “shall not be infringed” seems clear, the Second Amendment 
has been the subject of several Supreme Court cases, some of which have protected, most of 
which have weakened, the right to keep and bear arms. 
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vidual not only the right to keep and bear 
arms, but also the right to buy, sell, trade, 
or manufacture them; would mandate the 
tracking of ammunition from manufac- 
turer to end user; and would grant to the 
UN the authority to deploy armed forces to 
help local and federal authorities enforce 
these regulations. 

As it stands today, the U.S. Senate has 
not ratified the ATT, but the opposition to 
the measure holds a razor-thin majority. 
With the loss of a couple of seats, all that 
would stand between enforcement of the 
globalists’ disarmament scheme and the 
American people would be the people and 
the states refusing to enforce any uncon- 
stitutional act of the federal government, 
including a “treaty” the terms of which 
violate our most sacred rights and the 
document that guarantees them. 


The Forgotten First 

Phrase of the Second Amendment 

The Second Amendment, in its historical 
context, emerged from a deep-seated fear 
of standing armies and the oppressive po- 
tential of a centralized military force. The 
framers of the Constitution had witnessed 
how oppressive regimes in Europe used 
standing armies to maintain control and 
suppress dissent. To counteract this, they 
envisioned a system in which citizens, 
organized into local militias beholden to 
local communities, would serve as a bul- 
wark against potential tyranny. 

Indeed, the vast majority of advocates 
for the right to keep and bear arms are 
well-versed in the profound connection 
between the Founding Fathers’ apprehen- 
sions regarding a standing army and the 
essence of the Second Amendment. 

Thomas Jefferson, George Mason, 
Elbridge Gerry, Melancton Smith, and 
James Winthrop were motivated by a 
crucial concern when they championed 
the inclusion of a bill of rights in the 
federal Constitution — their conviction 
rested on the belief that safeguarding the 
sovereignty of the several states against 
the presence of a standing army during 
peacetime was imperative. To that end, 
Article 2 of the Bill of Rights, known 
as the Second Amendment, was crafted 
with the specific purpose of achieving 
this critical objective. 

As one of the chief proponents of add- 
ing protection against standing armies 
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to the U.S. Constitution, Elbridge Gerry 
pointed out that the purpose of a militia, 
and the protection thereof proposed by the 
Second Amendment, was “to prevent the 
establishment of a standing army, the bane 
of liberty.” 

The American War for Independence, 
fought from 1775 to 1783, was a monu- 
mental struggle that witnessed the es- 
tablishment of 13 new nation-states and 
reshaped the course of history. While the 
courage of the Continental Army and 
the leadership of figures such as George 
Washington are well-documented, one 
often under-appreciated aspect of the 
war is the vital role played by the citizen 
militia. 

In the years leading up to the war, Co- 
lonial Americans were well-accustomed 
to serving in their local militias. These 
militias, composed of ordinary citizens, 
played a crucial role in the early phases of 
the conflict. They were the first line of de- 
fense against British oppression and were 
instrumental in sustaining the war effort. 

Moreover, the citizen militias represent- 
ed a highly motivated and ideologically 
committed force. They were not profes- 
sional soldiers, but patriots who took up 
arms to defend their homes, families, and 
newfound ideals of liberty. This unwaver- 
ing commitment bolstered their resilience 
in the face of adversity. They endured ex- 
treme hardships, limited supplies, and un- 
forgiving conditions throughout the war. 

The citizen militias that sprang up 
across the American Colonies during 
the War for Independence played an in- 
dispensable role in securing America’s 
freedom. Their intimate knowledge of the 
terrain, their unwavering commitment to 
the cause, and their ability to adapt to the 
changing nature of warfare were instru- 
mental in achieving victory. While the 
Continental Army deserves its due credit, 
it was the citizen militias that proved to 
be the unsung heroes of the American War 
for Independence, the very literal expres- 
sion of the spirit of liberty that helped 
secure the safety and freedom of 13 self- 
governing states. 


The Importance of 

the Second Amendment Today 

The Second Amendment remains as rel- 
evant today as it was when it was ratified 
in 1791. Here are several reasons why this 
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right is crucial in contemporary America: 

Self-Defense: One of the most funda- 
mental human rights is the right to self- 
defense. The ability to protect oneself and 
one’s family from harm is an inherent 
aspect of personal liberty. Firearms pro- 
vide individuals with the means to defend 
themselves against attackers, home invad- 
ers, and other threats. 

Firearms unquestionably play a criti- 
cal role in enabling individuals to protect 
themselves and their loved ones from 
harm. In many cases, the mere presence 
of a firearm is enough to deter an attacker 
and prevent a crime from occurring. Ac- 
cording to statistics published in 2019 by 
the Foundation for Economic Education, 
“Every year, 400,000 life-threatening vio- 
lent crimes are prevented using firearms.” 

Even the federal Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention, hardly a cham- 
pion of gun rights, published the results 
of a 2012 study that revealed that guns in 
the hands of private individuals prevent as 
many as three million crimes annually. 

Deterrence of Tyranny: The Second 
Amendment serves as a powerful deter- 
rent against government overreach and 
tyranny. An armed populace can resist 


the unjust laws and actions of a tyranni- 
cal government, thereby preserving free- 
dom and government by the consent of the 
governed. This was the primary purpose of 
including the Second Amendment in the 
Bill of Rights. 

History is replete with examples of ty- 
rannical governments disarming their citi- 
zens to consolidate power and suppress 
dissent. The framers of the Constitution 
were acutely aware of this danger, having 
witnessed the disarmament of the Ameri- 
can Colonists by the British. The Second 
Amendment ensures that the government 
cannot easily strip the people of their abil- 
ity to resist tyranny and protect their lib- 
erties. An armed citizenry is, as declared 
in the text of the Second Amendment it- 
self, “necessary to the security of a free 
state.” In fact, this necessity also explains 
why it is vital that the right to keep and 
bear arms is not infringed — as expressed 
in the second part of the amendment. 

And should the government decide to 
use force or arms to impose its despotic 
will on the people of the United States, 
James Madison predicted in Federalist 
46, unless the government’s plan be “vol- 
untarily renounced,” the American people 


Arms control is people control: Incredibly, the United States is a signatory to the UN Arms Trade 


Treaty, which would all but abolish the rights protected by the Second Amendment and mandate a 
national gun registry. The monument shown above is at the UN headquarters in New York City. 
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would make “the same appeal to a trial of 
force” against a domestic tyrant as they 
made against a foreign one. 

“Let a regular army, fully equal to the 
resources of the country, be formed; and 
let it be entirely at the devotion of the 
federal government; still it would not be 
going too far to say, that the State gov- 
ernments, with the people on their side, 
would be able to repel the danger,” he 
added. 

Crime Prevention: Studies have shown 
that responsible gun ownership can deter 
crime, as criminals are less likely to tar- 
get individuals or homes where they know 
firearms are present. The mere presence 
of a firearm can prevent a crime from oc- 
curring, thereby enhancing public safety. 

To paraphrase the quotation from Be- 
carria, it only makes sense that it takes a 
lot less courage to target unarmed people 
than those who might match the assail- 
ant’s firepower. 

Aman planning to assault a woman half 
his size is made her equal if she is armed 
and he is not. Regulations barring the car- 
rying of weapons by civilians do not deter 
crime; they simply ensure that those who 
choose to obey such an edict are at the 
mercy of those who do not. The dispar- 
ity between the deranged and the general 
population is erased by the presence of 
firearms in the hands of those who would 
only use them to protect their lives, liberty, 
and property against those who use them 
to commit atrocities. 

It is worth noting, furthermore, that, as 
the right of self-protection by the keeping 
and bearing of weapons is a natural right 
and as such should not be regulated by 
government at any level, permits should 
not be required for the carrying of fire- 
arms by those who have not had those 
rights denied through due process of law. 
To require a permit to carry firearms is to 
convert what is a God-given right into an 
act exercisable only with the permission 
of government. 

Preservation of Other Rights: The Sec- 
ond Amendment supports and protects 
other constitutionally protected rights. An 
armed citizenry can resist efforts to curtail 
freedom of speech, freedom of assembly, 
and other fundamental rights. It serves as 
a safeguard for the entire Bill of Rights. 

The Second Amendment is often re- 
ferred to as the “guardian” of the Bill of 
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The power of the militia: Armed citizens standing strong together in the War for Independence 
proved that a well-armed populace is crucial in defending liberty and defeating tyranny. 


Rights because it provides the means by 
which citizens can defend their liberties 
against encroachments by the government. 
Without the right to bear arms, the people 
would be vulnerable to attempts by the 
government to suppress dissent and curtail 
other fundamental rights. 

One need only look to the annals of his- 
tory to learn that a disarmed populace is 
powerless against an authoritarian govern- 
ment bent on impoverishing and enslaving 
them. It is as forgotten Founding Father St. 
George Tucker warned: 


This may be considered as the true 
palladium of liberty.... The right of 
self defense is the first law of nature: 
in most governments it has been the 
study of rulers to confine this right 
within the narrowest limits possible. 
Wherever standing armies are kept 
up, and the right of the people to keep 
and bear arms is, under any color or 
pretext whatsoever, prohibited, lib- 
erty, if not already annihilated, is on 
the brink of destruction. 


Standing Up for 

the Second Amendment Today 

Every constitutionalist, every patriot, can 
see that we are living in days like those de- 
scribed by St. George Tucker. Our right to 
keep and bear arms is being buried under 
reams of regulations, and even Republican 


administrations have shown disregard for 
the boundaries around that right drawn by 
the Second Amendment. To put it plainly, 
our liberty is on the brink of destruction, 
and our right to keep and bear arms is all 
that prevents it from being pushed over 
that cliff into annihilation. 

It is incumbent upon us to defend and 
promote this right. Listen to this eerie yet 
accurate admonition written in 1787 by 
the Anti-Federalist author “Cato”: 


You are then under a sacred obliga- 
tion to provide for the safety of your 
posterity, and would you now basely 
desert their interests, when by a small 
share of prudence you may transmit 
to them a beautiful political patri- 
mony, which will prevent the neces- 
sity of their traveling through seas 
of blood to obtain that, which your 
wisdom might have secured. 


Our “sacred obligation,” our duty to our 
descendants, is to use all our wisdom, 
time, talents, and treasure to restore this 
Republic and to hand down to them a free 
country with the Constitution still intact. 
This is most ably and adequately accom- 
plished by becoming personally engaged 
in the worthwhile endeavor of defending 
the Second Amendment. 

Here, then, are several ways individuals 
can stand up for the Second Amendment 
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Our right to Keep and bear arms is being buried under reams 
of regulations, and even Republican administrations have 
shown disregard for the boundaries around that right drawn 


by the Second Amendment. 


and for the irreplaceable rights it was writ- 
ten to protect: 

Education and Awareness: Knowledge 
is power. Educate yourself and others 
about the Second Amendment, its his- 
torical context, and its contemporary rel- 
evance. Share information through social 
media, blogs, community meetings, and 
educational workshops. Counter misin- 
formation and myths about gun ownership 
with facts and reasoned arguments. 

Understanding the historical founda- 
tions of the Second Amendment is crucial 
for effectively defending it. Familiarize 
yourself with the writings of our Founding 
Fathers and the men whose works taught 
them the value and source of our right to 
keep and bear arms. 

Engage in the Political Process: Stay 


informed about local, state, and federal 
legislation that affects the Second Amend- 
ment. Contact your elected representatives 
to express your views and advocate for 
policies that protect gun rights. Participate 
in elections and support candidates who 
are committed to defending the Second 
Amendment. 

Political engagement is critical for pre- 
serving the Second Amendment. Attend 
town hall meetings, call and write letters 
to your representatives and senators, and 
participate in advocacy campaigns. Let 
your voice be heard and ensure that your 
elected officials understand the impor- 
tance of protecting gun rights. 

Join Gun Rights Organizations: Organ- 
izations such as Gun Owners of America, 
the Second Amendment Foundation, and 
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The great equalizer: A woman with a firearm is able to protect herself and deter potential 
assaults. This seems like common sense, but many want to deprive women of this right. 
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the National Association for Gun Rights 
focus on issues affecting gun rights, and 
as such play a crucial role in defending 
them. Join such organizations and sup- 
port their efforts. 

Pro-Second Amendment groups in 
particular provide valuable resources for 
gun owners, including educational mate- 
rials, legal assistance, and advocacy train- 
ing. By joining a pro-Second Amendment 
organization, you can become part of a 
larger community of individuals dedi- 
cated to defending and promoting gun 
rights. 

Join The John Birch Society: For more 
than 60 years, The John Birch Society, the 
parent organization of The New American, 
has stood in the gap between citizens and 
federal, state, and local government efforts 
to infringe on the right of the people to 
keep and bear arms. Through educational 
resources available online and in print, 
as well as through their vast network of 
local chapters, the JBS is uniquely quali- 
fied and organized to assist individuals not 
only in finding like-minded Americans, 
but in providing people with the opportu- 
nity to make a meaningful contribution to 
the cause of liberty generally — and the 
cause of protecting our God-given rights 
specifically, including those protected by 
the Second Amendment. 

Regarding the Second Amendment in 
particular, The New American is hosting 
a new weekly radio show called 2A for 
Today, which debuted July 13 on 50-plus 
stations. Hosted by yours truly, our first 
episode featured Gun Owners of Ameri- 
ca’s Erich Pratt. 

Challenge Unconstitutional 
Laws: Support challenges to laws and 
regulations that infringe upon the Sec- 
ond Amendment. Many unconstitutional 
laws have been overturned through the 
efforts of dedicated individuals and or- 
ganizations. Litigation is a powerful tool 
for defending rights. While it is often 
an effective tonic, though, the “rightful 
remedy,” as Thomas Jefferson described 
it, for any and all unconstitutional acts 
of the federal government is state inter- 
position, or nullification, as it is called. 
As the creators of the Constitution and 
the definers of the boundaries of federal 
authority, the states (and ultimately, the 
people who formed the states) retain the 
power to refuse to adhere to any act of 
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Essential training: Teaching children firearm safety, including responsible handling and self-defense skills, builds a foundation of knowledge of and 


respect for weapons in the next generation. 


the federal government that goes beyond 
the limits of its consensual and contractu- 
al authority as set out in the U.S. Consti- 
tution. The states have not only the right 
to prevent the people from suffering such 
tyranny, but the duty. As James Madison 
explained in the Virginia Resolutions of 
1798: 


In case of a deliberate, palpable, and 
dangerous exercise of other powers 
not granted by the said compact, the 
States, who are the parties thereto, 
have the right, and are in duty bound, 
to interpose for arresting the progress 
of the evil, and for maintaining with- 
in their respective limits, the authori- 
ties, rights, and liberties appertaining 
to them. 


Foster Community and Solidarity: Build 
and strengthen a community of like-mind- 
ed individuals who support the Second 
Amendment. Attend gun shows, shooting 
ranges, and other places where you can 
meet fellow supporters. Share experienc- 
es, knowledge, and strategies for defend- 
ing gun rights. 
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Educate the Next Generation: Pass on 
the importance of the Second Amendment 
to the next generation. Teach your children 
and other young people about the signifi- 
cance of this right and the responsibilities 
that come with gun ownership. Ensure that 
they understand the historical context and 
contemporary relevance of the Second 
Amendment. 

The future of the Second Amendment 
depends on the next generation of Ameri- 
cans. Instill in your children a respect for 
firearms and an understanding of their 
rights, where those rights come from, and 
why they must be protected. Encourage 
them to become informed and engaged 
citizens who are prepared to defend their 
liberties. 

Stay Vigilant: Despite a couple of pro- 
Second Amendment Supreme Court deci- 
sions handed down recently, the fight for 
the Second Amendment continues. Stay 
vigilant and be prepared to defend your 
rights at all times, in all places, and from 
all those who would threaten them. Moni- 
tor legislative developments, legal chal- 
lenges, and public sentiment. Be ready to 
act whenever necessary to prevent govern- 


ment at any level from infringing on the 
right to keep and bear arms. 


Conclusion 

The Second Amendment protects a funda- 
mental right that underpins our liberty and 
security. It is a vital part of the American 
constitutional framework, protecting the 
ability of individuals to defend themselves, 
deter tyranny, and preserve other funda- 
mental rights. In an era of increasing chal- 
lenges to these rights and the Constitution 
that protects them, it is imperative that we 
stand up for the Second Amendment with 
determination, education, and courage. 

By educating ourselves and others, en- 
gaging in the political process, promoting 
responsible gun ownership, and building 
a strong community of supporters, we 
can ensure that the Second Amendment 
remains a vital and protected part of our 
constitutional heritage. The preservation 
of our freedoms and the security of our 
Republic depend on our commitment to 
defending this essential right. Let us stand 
together, united in our resolve to protect 
and promote the Second Amendment for 
future generations. 
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LETTER FROM 
PRISON BY A JOER 


by Kelly Meggs 


essay written by Kelly Meggs, the former Florida leader 

of the Oath Keepers, who is currently serving a lengthy 
sentence in federal prison as a J6er. His story is told in our 
February 12, 2024 issue — “America’s Political Prisoners: 
One J6er’s Story.” 

This essay, which has been edited for style and clarity, pro- 
vides an intimate and heartfelt perspective of a true patriot who 
has been at the forefront of a national tragedy — one that has 
impacted the lives of countless individuals across the country, 
and one that he is forced to live daily. His unique retrospection 
is shaped by personal experience and profound empathy, and 
he brings to light truths often lost in the midst of today’s con- 
voluted and confusing narrative. 

This piece, written on July 4, is a tribute to resilience, compas- 
sion, and the indomitable spirit that made our nation great. It is a 
reminder of the wisdom of our Founding Fathers in establishing 
a constitutional republic. Drawing on the insights gleaned from 
his own challenging experiences, Kelly defends their foresight 
with a passion that often marks the aftermath of such tragedies 
as the one he knows so intimately. 

We believe that this essay will resonate deeply with our 
readers. It serves as a poignant reminder of the goal for which 
we all pray and strive: “that freedom shall not perish.” As you 
read through this powerful narrative, we encourage you to 
reflect on the broader implications of Kelly's enduring spirit 
of true patriotism. 

We are grateful to Kelly for his courage and willingness 
to share this personal journey with us. His insights provide 
an invaluable contribution to our understanding of the fun- 
damentals of good government and the enduring hope that 
emerges from even the darkest of times. We hope his thoughts 
inspire you. 


H ditor’s Note: We are honored to feature a significant 
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On the holiday that virtually started it all [Independence Day], 
I sit here imprisoned for my right to peacefully protest. 

The Fourth of July is our day to celebrate the Declaration of 
Independence, signed as a letter of defiance to the Crown back 
in England. It has always been my favorite holiday, not only due 
to the combined use of alcoholic beverages and fireworks, but 
because to me it always represented what it meant to be an Ameri- 
can and our willingness to stand up as the bastion of hope against 
empires of evil around the world. Our Forefathers were willing 
to sacrifice everything they had to stand up and fight for our in- 
dependence, knowing it would lead to absolute ridicule, torture, 
and even death for many of the signers of the Declaration. They 
stood strong; they stood proud and signed their names. 
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This was a powerful first step, 
but the new Nation nearly failed 
just a few short years later. 

Our original Articles of 
Confederation were not work- 
ing quite as the signers had 
hoped. We were destined to 
become a failed nation just as 
many of those before us. How- 
ever, their acknowledgment of 
this initial failure is what gave 
us the greatest document the 
world has ever seen. 

Our Founding Fathers met 
at the Constitutional Conven- 
tion in Philadelphia in 1787, 
when our real independence 
as individuals was declared. 
Delegates produced the US. 
Constitution. Properly fol- 
lowed, it could actually create the only 
nation to last forever. 

It is the Constitution that still holds 
strong today. We have seen it in action 
recently in many decisions only made 
possible by the constitutionally dictated 
separation of powers. The single biggest 
protection in our founding document was 
this separation that was originally argued 
by Federalists and Anti-Federalists. Ulti- 
mately this concept is often overlooked 
by average Americans in their everyday 
lives. But to me, in the past few years, it 
has become obvious that this was the 
single biggest failsafe installed in the 
Constitution. In Federalist 78, Alexander 
Hamilton wrote that we needed “to guard 
the rights of individuals from ... serious 
oppressions” and that “it is our respon- 
sibility to firmly and flexibly resist any 
effort by the legislature to seize judicial 
power for itself.” 

This is the key to our Republic and its 
continued success. 

I have personally experienced the at- 
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tack from hijacked legislative and ex- 
ecutive branches, and have even been 
the victim of corruption in the judicial 
branch. Thankfully, although the lower- 
level courts appear to have been corrupt- 
ed politically, the appellate courts and the 
U.S. Supreme Court have stepped in and 
lived up to what the Founders planned 
more than 200 years ago. 

Overturning the Chevron deference 
case, thus restricting bureaucratic agen- 
cies from manipulating the law, and the 
Fischer case, correcting a clear error in 
the decision by corrupted lower courts 
that had used U.S. law improperly against 
J6ers, has shown how this system was de- 
signed not to fail. 

The recent presidential immunity case 
was a victory for the former president, 
but it will be seen in the future how this 
decision plays out. The term “be careful 
what you wish for” plays repeatedly in 
my head. 

Never have two weeks shown how 
powerful our Constitution is, and even 


more importantly, the above- 
mentioned safeguard of the 
separation of powers. 

We all need to take time 
and understand fully the sep- 
aration of powers and how 
crucial it is that it be strictly 
maintained in order to keep 
our government in check. 

Today it is easy to pull for 
your president to stack the 
Supreme Court and to hope 
the justices all vote along 
party lines when big deci- 
sions are to be made. But we 
all need to clearly understand 
that party lines on many oc- 
casions over the years have 
gone beyond constitutional 
boundaries. 

We need judges on all levels who do 
not have political bias. Even the slight- 
est hint of political motivation needs to 
be weeded out instantly. These judges 
need to be honorable, as their title once 
implied. I don’t think I can honestly 
use that term after what I have seen in 
the last few years. None of these cases 
should have been before the Supreme 
Court. Why were they? That’s the ques- 
tion the media isn’t asking. 

In order to survive, our country de- 
pends on the separation of powers more 
than any other provision of the U.S. 
Constitution. 

So every time we enjoy our freedoms 
and celebrate our nation’s independence, 
we need to stop just for a moment, hold 
up a favorite beverage, and salute those 
men who not only dared to stand up 
against the Crown, but also had the fore- 
sight to build a system of government 
that, if followed, would allow our coun- 
try to survive longer than even they could 
have imagined. Ml 
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AMERICAS 
PATRIOTIC SONGS 


Americans have sung many patriotic songs throughout the history of their country. 
While most are good, some are not. Here we take a closer look. 


by Steve Byas 


usic has a way of stirring the 
soul like few other things in 
life, and songs sung collectively 


can have a very powerful unifying effect 
on groups of people. For this reason, pa- 
triotic songs have been an important part 
of the cultural collective consciousness of 
nations throughout history, and the United 
States is no exception. Patriotic songs have 
been revered in our nation since its incep- 
tion, and many have become very popular. 
Best-known among them, of course, is our 
national anthem, but the United States did 
not have an official anthem until Congress 
selected Francis Scott Key’s “The Star- 
Spangled Banner” in 1931. 

Many of America’s so-called patriotic 
songs are performed at sporting events, at 
secular Independence Day celebrations, 


Steve Byas is a university history and government 
instructor and author of History’s Greatest Libels. 
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and at churches on the Sunday closest to 
the Fourth of July or as a way of honoring 
veterans on Veterans Day. They are cer- 
tainly an important part of the fabric of our 
country, and they help remind us of who 
we are as a people and of the greatness of 
our nation. That being said, some songs 
considered “patriotic” have troubling back 
stories and should probably not be sung by 
true patriotic Americans. 

Here we’ll take a journey through the 
history of America’s patriotic songs, look- 
ing at both the good and the bad. 


“Hail, Columbia” 

“Hail, Columbia” was played at George 
Washington’s first inauguration and was 
considered the de facto national anthem 
throughout the 19th century, until it lost 
popularity after WWI. “Columbia” was 
the name given to the national personi- 
fication of the United States in the late 
18th century. The first two verses of the 
song are primarily about the valiant fight 


for liberty and the hard-won peace and 
freedom in the new nation. As the first 
verse says, 


Hail Columbia, happy land! 

Hail, ye heroes, heav’n-born band, 

Who fought and bled in freedom 8 cause, 
Who fought and bled in freedom 8 cause, 
And when the storm of war was gone 
Enjoy’d the peace your valor won. 

Let independence be our boast, 

Ever mindful what it cost; 

Ever grateful for the prize, 

Let its altar reach the skies. 


The third and fourth verses are mainly 
about the bravery and virtue of George 
Washington, first as the leader of the 
Continental Army and then as the first 
president. 


“The Star-Spangled Banner” 


“The Star-Spangled Banner,” which 
emerged as the official national anthem of 
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the United States in 1931, was penned by 
Francis Scott Key during the War of 1812, 
a war he actually opposed. When Presi- 
dent James Madison asked Key, a lawyer, 
to negotiate the release of a civilian held 
prisoner on a British warship off the coast 
of Baltimore’s Fort McHenry, Key com- 
plied. The British navy, then the world’s 
most powerful sea force, was poised to 
bombard the fort into submission. 

While the British officers agreed to re- 
lease the prisoner, the battle commenced 
and Key was forced to join the civilian in 
detainment until the fight was over. The 
bombardment lasted through most of the 
night of September 13-14, 1814, but when 
the new day dawned, the rays of the sun 
revealed that the U.S. flag (the star-span- 
gled banner), and not the British Union 
Jack, was still flying over the fort. 

Inspired, Key used an envelope he had 
with him to begin penning the words of a 
poem celebrating the victory. Soon there- 
after, the poem was set to music, using a 
tune then popular in taverns across the na- 
tion. The song grew in popularity for the 
rest of the century, and, during World War 
I, it became a mainstay at professional 
baseball games. 

By this time, it was the “unoffi- 
cial” national anthem of the United 
States, and in 1931, Congress re- 
sponded to a petition bearing mil- 
lions of names requesting it be 
made the country’s official national 
anthem. 

Not surprisingly, the song has 
had its critics, such as those assert- 
ing that it is difficult to sing. More 
seriously, in recent years it has 
been the target of leftist detractors 
who argue that Key promoted slav- 
ery in its lyrics. Actually, Key took 
on cases of several slaves seeking 
their liberation — cases for which 
he took no fee. His frequent criti- 
cisms of slavery’s cruelties were so 
powerful that they were noted in a 
newspaper account at this death. 
The writer of that article stated, 
“Key convinced me that slavery 
was wrong — radically wrong.” 

One of Key’s most famous cases 
of legal work was for his friend 
Congressman John Randolph of 
Roanoke. After Randolph’s death 
in 1833, Key and other attorneys 
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abolitioni 
Kansas. 


worked to carry out his wishes that his 
more than 400 slaves be not only freed, but 
provided the funds from Randolph’s estate 
to buy land in Ohio to support themselves. 

Why, then, do some assert that the song 
is supportive of slavery? First of all, this 
is a familiar charge that is repeatedly lev- 
eled at the great heroes of early American 
history. In Key’s case, they point to one 
of the verses of the anthem that condemns 
both the “hireling and slave” who were 
fighting for the British side in the War of 
1812. There is no doubt that Key held a 
negative view of anyone involved in the 
attack on Fort McHenry. One might recall 
that Americans were also not too fond of 
the German mercenaries, the Hessians, 
whom King George III had hired to sup- 
press the American War for Independence. 
Attempting to invade a country, whether 
one is German or of black African ances- 
try, is not the best way to win the love of 
that country. 


“My Country, ’Tis of Thee” 

Another popular patriotic song that stress- 
es both liberty and dependence upon God 
is “My Country, ’Tis of Thee,” written by 


Ungodly man; John Brown was the leader of 


errorists who murdered farmers in 


heless, Julia Ward Howe praised Brown 
with her song “John @rown’s Body.” Later, the song 
became “The Battle Hymn of the Republic.” Brown’s 
“terrible swift sword” was retained, implying Brown 
was God’s instrument. j 


Samuel Francis Smith while a student at 
Andover Theological Seminary in An- 
dover, Massachusetts. It was performed 
publicly for the first time on Independence 
Day in 1831 in Boston. 

The tune was the same as that of the 
British song “God Save the King” (now 
the U.K.’s national anthem), which evi- 
dently was an intentional way of praising 
American republicanism rather than Eng- 
lish monarchism. Its words stress both lib- 
erty and the role of God in giving us that 
liberty, as reads the beginning of the fourth 
verse: “Our fathers’ God, to Thee, Author 
of Liberty, to Thee we sing!” 

The song has been particularly popu- 
lar with black Americans. Singer Marian 
Anderson performed it in 1939 before a 
crowd of 75,000 — and a national radio 
audience — on the steps of the Lincoln 
Memorial in Washington, D.C. Aretha 
Franklin sang the song at the first inau- 
guration of President Barack Obama. And 
during his famous “I have a dream” speech 
on the National Mall in D.C. in 1963, Mar- 
tin Luther King, Jr. recited the first verse 
near the end of his address calling for ra- 
cial equality. 


“Battle Hymn of the Republic” 
Another tremendously popular 
song among American patriots 
and often sung in churches is Julia 
Ward Howe’s “Battle Hymn of 
the Republic,” first composed in 
the early days of the Civil War 
and popularized by The Atlantic 
Monthly in 1862. A close examina- 
tion of Howe and her song, how- 
ever, should give churches pause in 
considering its use. 

Howe was married to abolition- 
ist Samuel Gridley Howe, a mem- 
ber of the “Secret Six,” a small 
group that financially backed 
violent abolitionist John Brown. 
Brown had exacerbated the inten- 
sity of the national debate of the 
1850s over slavery by murdering 
some settlers in Kansas in 1856. 
Brown and his fellow murderers 
slaughtered five of them, mostly 
using a sword to hack them to piec- 
es. He later explained that he had 
had “no choice” but to kill them: 
“It has been decreed by Almighty 
God, ordained from Eternity, that 
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Still standing: By the time Congress officially declared Francis Scott Key’s “The Star-Spangled Banner” the national anthem in 1931, the American 
public had already considered it to be so. The inspiration for Key’s song was the failure of the British to take Fort McHenry during the War of 1812, 


depicted here in a painting. 


I should make an example of these men.” 
While some slanted accounts describe the 
incident as Brown and his so-called North- 
ern Army of terrorists killing some “pro- 
slavery settlers,” the truth is that none of 
his victims were slaveowners, nor were 
they “pro-slavery.” They were simply 
farmers who had moved from Tennessee, 
a “slave state,” because they did not wish 
to compete with slave labor. 

After Brown attempted to start a slave 
rebellion in October 1859 at Harpers 
Ferry, Virginia, by seizing the federal arse- 
nal located there — killing seven people, 
including a free black man, in the process 
— he was executed for treason. Many abo- 
litionists made Brown a martyr when he 
swung from the gallows two months later, 
with Henry David Thoreau even blasphe- 
mously comparing Brown’s execution to 
Christ’s crucifixion. 

Julia Ward Howe glamorized Brown with 
her song “John Brown’s Body,” in which she 
wrote that while his body was “moldering 
in the grave,” his truth was “marching on.” 
Soon thereafter, Massachusetts Governor 
John Andrew asked her to write a new song 
with the same tune, which became “The 
Battle Hymn of the Republic.” 
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This song did not mention Brown di- 
rectly, but it did allude to his actions in 
Kansas when he butchered the innocent 
farmers with his “terrible swift sword.” 
As noted above, Brown had argued that 
he was simply God’s instrument in met- 
ing out justice with his blade. The song 
also equated the Union cause with God’s 
vengeance on Judgment Day. 

While the song is certainly of great 
historical value, and its tune is no doubt 
emotionally satisfying to those who are 
unaware of its history and deeper mean- 
ing, the case could be made that this is not 
a song that should be sung in any patriotic 
sense, and is certainly inappropriate in any 
Christian worship service. 


“America the Beautiful” 
The lyrics for “America the Beautiful” 
were composed by Katharine Lee Bates, 
an English professor at Wellesley Col- 
lege in Massachusetts. The music was 
composed by Samuel Ward, a choirmaster 
and organist at Grace Episcopal Church in 
Newark, New Jersey. 

Bates’ song began as a poem entitled 
“Pikes Peak,” written after she was in- 
spired by a sightseeing trip she made 


across the country in 1893. While standing 
atop Pikes Peak in Colorado, she was mo- 
tivated to write words such as, “Oh beau- 
tiful for spacious skies, for amber waves 
of grain, for purple mountain majesties 
above the fruited plain.” 

It was not until 1910 that Bates’ words 
and Ward’s music were combined into 
the tune we now know as “America the 
Beautiful.” 

Bates’ song gradually increased in 
popularity, and was the chief rival of 
“The Star-Spangled Banner” to become 
America’s national anthem. Representa- 
tive Phil Crane of Illinois even argued 
that there is an allusion to the Preamble 
of the U.S. Constitution in one of its 
verses. The Preamble states that among 
the Constitution’s purposes is to in- 
sure the blessings of liberty not only to 
ourselves, but also to our posterity. In 
“America the Beautiful,” Bates wrote 
lines such as, “Oh beautiful for patriot 
dream that sees beyond the years,” and, 
“A thoroughfare for freedom beat across 
the wilderness.” 

God is mentioned prominently in every 
verse, as well. Rather than asserting that 
America was perfect, Bates called on the 
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Lord to “mend [America’s] every flaw,” 
and confirm America’s “liberty in law.” 


“God Bless America” 

Belarusian immigrant Irving Berlin loved 
America and the liberties it was known 
for. He first wrote “God Bless America” 
during the First World War, but it was 
his revised version, penned in 1938, that 
was sung by Kate Smith, vastly increas- 
ing its popularity. The song’s lyrics read 
like a prayer, and although Berlin was 
Jewish, it soon became a favorite among 
Christians. 

His song originally asked God to “Stand 
beside her and guide her to the right with 
the light from above.” After some won- 
dered if Berlin was making a political state- 
ment by writing “guide her to the right,” 
he replaced those words with “through the 
night with the light from above.” 

While the song had its detractors — 
some members of the Ku Klux Klan, for 
example, did not like it because it was 
written by a Jew — it was hugely popu- 
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lar during the Second World War. Both 
the Democrats and the Republicans used 
the song during the presidential cam- 
paign of 1940. 

It was also used during the Civil Rights 
movement and at labor-union rallies. In 
the 1960s, it was popular in Christian 
and conservative circles as an answer to 
the growing secularism of the time and 
against atheistic communism. In late 
1969, the Philadelphia Flyers profes- 
sional hockey team began using it to kick 
off their contests in the National Hockey 
League. Other hockey teams — as well as 
other sports teams — likewise adopted the 
inspirational song. During the turbulent 
times of protest surrounding the Vietnam 
War, the song was played on the organ at 
Chicago’s Wrigley Field at the end of each 
game, and other Major League Baseball 
teams have often used the song (although 
the New York Yankees is the only team 
presently doing so). Lady Gaga even per- 
formed the song at Super Bowl 51, as did 
Celine Dion at Super Bowl 37. 


Woody 
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No patriot: Oklahoma native Woody Guthrie is famous for his song “This Land Is Your Land,” 
which is often mistakenly viewed as patriotic. Actually, Guthrie, a supporter of communism, wrote 
the song in protest to Irving Berlin’s patriotic song “God Bless America.” 


Call 1-800-727-TRUE to subscribe today! 


Library of Congress 


After the terrorist attacks on America on 
September 11, 2001, members of the U.S. 
House and Senate — both Democratic and 
Republican — spontaneously broke out in 
singing “God Bless America” on the steps 
of the U.S. Capitol in Washington, D.C. 


“This Land Is Your Land” 

Another song that is often proposed — 
incorrectly — as a “patriotic” song is 
“This Land Is Your Land” by Woody 
Guthrie, with some even arguing it 
should replace “The Star-Spangled Ban- 
ner” as our national anthem. Guthrie, a 
folk singer from Oklahoma, was a regu- 
lar columnist for The Daily Worker, a 
communist publication in the late 1930s, 
with a column dubbed “Woody Sez.” 
While Guthrie often claimed to be a com- 
munist — and said that he had joined the 
Communist Party in the United States — 
there is no conclusive evidence that he 
ever paid any dues. 

He did, however, write 174 columns for 
The Daily Worker, including one in which 
he praised Soviet dictator Joseph Stalin’s 
unprovoked invasion of Poland in 1939. 

Many of his songs were written from 
a decidedly leftist viewpoint, includ- 
ing “This Land Is Your Land,” which he 
penned in a fury, reacting in anger to the 
inspirational and patriotic “God Bless 
America.” 

One of the verses found in Guthrie’s 
song demonstrates his anti-private prop- 


erty ideology: 


Well, as I was walking, I saw a sign there 
And on the sign it said “No Trespassing” 
But on the other side it didn t say nothing 
That side was made for you and me! 


“God Bless the U.S.A.” 
The most recent contribution to America’s 
collection of patriotic tunes is country 
singer Lee Greenwood’s “God Bless the 
U.S.A.,” released in 1984. It was an im- 
mediate hit, and was performed in a film 
about President Ronald Reagan at the 
Republican National Convention. Green- 
wood performed the song in person at the 
1988 Republican National Convention. 
During the Persian Gulf War in 1991, 
the song’s popularity was renewed. 
Greenwood was first inspired to write 
the song in response to the Soviet Union 
shooting down Korean Air Lines Flight 
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More freedom, less government: The most recent contribution to the collection of patriotic 


songs is Lee Greenwood’s 1984 “God Bless the U.S.A.” The song is based on how his 
grandparents were able to overcome the loss of the family farm caused by government 
regulations, by taking advantage of the other opportunities afforded by America’s freedom. 


007 in 1983, with the loss of all 269 pas- 
sengers and crew (including Congress- 
man Larry McDonald, then-chairman of 
The John Birch Society, the parent organ- 
ization of this magazine). 

The main thrust of the song is that, 
regardless of any flaws, the identity of 
America is its freedom. The opening 
words of the song set this tone: 


If tomorrow all the things were gone 

I worked for all my life 

And I had to start again 

With just my children and my wife 

I thank my lucky stars 

To be living here today 

‘Cause the flag still stands for freedom 
And they can t take that away 


Some might wonder what Greenwood 
meant when he said that they can’t take 
away our freedom. In an interview sev- 
eral years ago, he explained, “Growing 
up on my grandparents’ farm in Califor- 
nia gave me an appreciation for folks who 
worked hard and got by on very little... 
My grandparents lost their farm after gov- 
ernment regulation prevented them from 
farming the more profitable fields.” He 
added, “But they didn’t question why it 
happened; they just started a new business. 
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They trusted that America would hold true 
to the promise that freedom gives you 
choices. They believed that no matter what 
difficulties we experienced as a family, we 
would be okay because we were free.” 
So, rather than some mindless nation- 
alistic praise of the government, it was an 
assertion that freedom prevailed in spite of 
the government regulations that caused his 
grandparents to lose their farm. 


American Exceptionalism in Song 
Patriotic songs are certainly important, 
but we should be mindful of the lyrics and 
the reasons the songs were written before 
we sing them. If they glorify God and 
praise American liberty, they are good. If 
not, they should be avoided. Songs such 
as “God Bless America,” “God Bless the 
U.S.A.,” “My Country, ’Tis of Thee,” 
“America the Beautiful,” and “The Star- 
Spangled Banner” are all appropriate for 
both religious and secular celebrations of 
our nation’s independence. 

For instance, God is recognized as the 
author of human liberty in “The Star- 
Spangled Banner.” The last verse makes 
this clear: 


O! thus be it ever, when freemen shall 
stand, 


Gage Skidmore 


Between their lov’d home and the war’s 
desolation, 

Blest with vict’ry and peace, may the 
Heav’n rescued land, 

Praise the Power that hath made and 
preserv’d us a nation! 

Then conquer we must, when our cause 
it is just, 

And this be our motto — “In God is our 
Trust,” 

And the star-spangled Banner in triumph 
shall wave, 

O’er the Land of the Free and the Home 
of the Brave. 


In fact, it is the words “In God is our trust” 
that indirectly led to the words “In God we 
trust” finding their way onto the nation’s 
currency and coins. 

The thread of a common theme runs 
through all good patriotic American 
songs. First of all, God — not govern- 
ment — is recognized in all of them as 
the source of our liberty. This mirrors 
the words of the Declaration of Indepen- 
dence, which proclaims that “all men ... 
are endowed by their Creator with certain 
unalienable rights.” 

This is Americanism. This is what is 
meant — or at least, should be meant — 
by American Exceptionalism. America 
was founded on the concept that the pur- 
pose of government is to protect our God- 
given rights. 

None of these songs would have much 
meaning if the United States ceased to 
be an independent and sovereign nation. 
Without America retaining its national 
sovereignty, this commitment to individu- 
al liberty would be watered down or, more 
likely, obliterated altogether. 

This commitment to the liberty given 
to us by God Himself should be the cen- 
tral emphasis of all public displays of 
patriotism throughout the year, including 
on Memorial Day, Independence Day, 
and Veterans Day. While we absolutely 
should honor those who have served in 
the uniformed services of the Republic, 
we should foremost honor God and the 
liberties He has bestowed upon this land. 
We should thank God for our freedom of 
religion, our freedom of speech, and all 
the other liberties — not given to us by 
the Bill of Rights, but rather recognized 
by the Bill of Rights as rights we already 
have — given to us by our Creator. 
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Peaceful Sleep 


In a heartwarming effort this summer, 
two Eagle Scouts from Texas dedicated 
their time to providing beds for children 
in need, ensuring they can stay with their 
biological families. 

Emilio Edwards from Eagle Scout 
Troop 163 in New Braunfels rallied 27 
volunteers to construct 22 beds and 95 
headboards for the San Antonio chapter 
of Sleep in Heavenly Peace. Emilio ex- 
pressed his passion for the project, stat- 
ing, “I thought this project was a great 
way to work with the community to help 
raise funds to purchase materials and raise 
awareness about children without beds to 
sleep in,” First Coast News reported. 

Meanwhile, Travis Ghormley from 
Troop 226 in Stone Oak focused his efforts 
on building beds specifically for children 
in the Child Protective Services system. 
His initiative not only provides comfort, 
but also helps keep siblings together and 
enables them to stay with their biological 
families, reducing the need for foster care. 

Despite having already achieved their 
Eagle Scout rank, both Scouts continued 
their mission to construct more beds, dem- 
onstrating their unwavering commitment 
to the community. 


Beyond the Call of Duty 


In a touching display of compassion, Cor- 
poral Hunter Willoughby of the Miami 
Township Police in Ohio came to the res- 
cue of a mother in need on June 15. Wil- 
loughby’s quick action earned him praise 
from the local community and beyond. 
The department received a 3:00 a.m. call 
from a mother struggling to breastfeed her 
one-week-old baby. She told officers that 
her milk had dried up, and, given the time 
of day, she could not purchase formula. 
Corporal Willoughby did not hesitate, im- 
mediately rushing to a nearby Meijer store, 
which was closed at the time, and asking 
the staff to open the doors so he could pur- 
chase formula and bottles. After success- 
fully making the purchase, he personally 
delivered the items to the grateful mother. 
Chief Mike Mills highlighted Wil- 
loughby’s selflessness in a Facebook post, 
stating, “He refused to accept any payment 


www. TheNewAmerican.com 


for the formula or bottles. You don’t often 
hear about everything a police officer does 
in the course of their shift, but this is an 
example of the Miami Township Way.” 

Bodycam footage captured the heart- 
felt moment as Willoughby knocked on 
the store’s door, explaining the urgent 
situation: “There is a mom ... she said her 
milk dried up and she can’t find anywhere 
to buy formula.” His genuine concern 
resonated as he navigated the store, even 
questioning which formula to choose, ul- 
timately selecting Similac. 

Corporal Willoughby has been recog- 
nized multiple times for his dedication to 
the community since being sworn in on 
April 18, 2017, USA Today reported. He 
was named the Miami Township Police 
Officer of the Year in 2019, and was pro- 
moted to corporal in April 2023. He has 
also received gratitude from individuals 
he previously helped during their struggles 
with addiction. 


Honor Flight 


Two inspiring sisters from Harrison, Ohio 
— Tessa and Raya Ziegler, ages 12 and 
seven — raised more than $20,000 to sup- 
port veterans participating in the Honor 
Flight program. This heartfelt initiative 
stemmed from their own experience at- 
tending an Honor Flight when Raya was 
just a year old. 

“We just wanted to get involved with 
it,” Tessa shared after recalling how much 
she and her sister enjoyed the flight they 
took. According to WCJB, the Honor 
Flight Network facilitates the travel of ap- 
proximately 22,500 veterans each year to 
Washington, D.C., allowing them to visit 
memorials that honor their sacrifices. 

The sisters actively engaged with local 
businesses, explaining their mission and 
seeking donations, which often came in 
the form of gift cards or items for raffles. 
Skyline Chili restaurant was among the 
many generous contributors to their cause. 

“We’ve been doing garage sales and 
yard sales,” Raya noted, showcasing 
their commitment to fundraising. But 
their efforts extended beyond sales, as 
they also volunteered at their mom’s 
workplace on Veterans Day last year and 
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participated in community events to raise 
additional funds. 

With their next Honor Flight scheduled 
for September 17 at Cincinnati/North- 
ern Kentucky International Airport, the 
Ziegler sisters continue to demonstrate the 
power of community spirit and gratitude, 
inspiring others with their remarkable ef- 
forts to honor those who have served. 


Watery Rescue 


A remarkable act of bravery unfolded on 
Lake Winnipesaukee, New Hampshire, 
when 17-year-old Brady Procon jumped 
into action to save a runaway boat after its 
captain fell overboard on July 4, WCVB 
reported. 

The incident began when a sailing in- 
structor attempted to retrieve a tennis ball 
used for training, accidentally causing 
a nearby student’s boat to tip over. This 
led to the instructor falling into the water, 
leaving the boat unmanned and spinning 
out of control. 

Brady, who was sailing nearby, sprang 
into action. 

After ensuring the safety of the stu- 
dents nearby, he quickly hopped onto a 
neighbor’s jet ski to confront the out-of- 
control vessel. “I didn’t really think; I 
just did it,” Brady recounted during an 
interview with WMUR, showcasing his 
instinctive courage. 

Video footage captured the dramatic 
moment as Brady maneuvered along- 
side the spinning boat, leapt aboard, and 
brought it to a stop within seconds. 

His heroic actions did not go unnoticed 
on social media, with users praising his 
bravery. Comments ranged from “You 
can’t teach this kind of courage” to “It’s 
like watching an action movie hero,” high- 
lighting the community’s admiration for 
Brady’s quick thinking. 

Fortunately, no one was injured during 
the incident, and the entire community 
expressed relief that Brady was present 
to handle the situation. The teen plans to 
begin his service in the U.S. Navy this fall. 
Reflecting on his actions with humility, he 
said, “It scared me a little, but it was fun; 
I'd do it again.” 

— Raven Clabough 
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Pregnant Woman Saved 
by Good Guy With a Gun 


The West Seattle Blog reported on July 
22 about a wild incident that involved a 
pregnant woman being assaulted by her 
boyfriend. The police are still investigat- 
ing, but they believe the woman was in a 
car with her 27-year-old boyfriend when 
they got into a dispute and he allegedly 
assaulted her. The pregnant woman ran 
from the car and entered Lincoln Park. 
The man exited his vehicle and ran after 
her, but a witness saw what was happen- 
ing and intervened. 

Seattle Police Department Spokesman 
Eric Mufioz released a statement explain- 
ing that the 30-year-old witness “shielded 
and protected the woman [with his body] 
as the suspect advanced on them.” When 
the abusive boyfriend refused to halt, “the 
man shot the suspect once in the hip while 
protecting himself and the [domestic vio- 
lence] victim.” Police were immediately 
called to the scene; they confiscated the 
gun from the witness and recovered the 
spent shell casing as part of their criminal 
investigation. 

Police confirmed that the wounded do- 
mestic-violence suspect was not armed, 
and he was taken to nearby medical fa- 
cility for treatment of the gunshot wound 
to his hip. The suspect is still receiving 
treatment, but he has been charged with 
second-degree assault and unlawful im- 
prisonment for holding his pregnant girl- 
friend in his car against her will. 

Officer Mufioz said the police inves- 
tigation is ongoing, but the witness who 
shot the suspect was released from police 
custody. He also noted that the witness 
is the son of a Seattle Police Department 
lieutenant. 


Landlord-tenant 
Dispute Turns Deadly 


KETV.com reported on July 16 out of 
Omaha, Nebraska, about a dispute be- 
tween a landlord and a former tenant that 
quickly spiraled out of control. Based on 
what police have learned so far, the for- 
mer tenant was an ex-convict who had al- 


Call 1-800-727-TRUE to subscribe today! 


legedly been making threatening remarks 
to the landlord regarding the return of 
property left at the apartment. The tenant 
came to the landlord’s house to forcibly 
collect his goods, and allegedly threat- 
ened the landlord while inside the house. 

As the landlord told local news, he was 
in fear for his life, so he shot the former 
tenant, who later died from the gunshot 
wounds. KETV checked court records, 
which revealed that the deceased suspect 
had multiple convictions for violent as- 
saults, including one incident in which 
he physically attacked a police officer. 
The Douglas County Attorney’s Office is 
still investigating the shooting, but they 
explained that, based on the current evi- 
dence, they do not anticipate any charges 
against the landlord because the “shooting 
is being classified as self-defense at this 
point in the investigation.” 

The landlord’s neighbor, Rosanne Pick- 
ering, explained that the landlord was 
afraid of the tenant because “he came 
there to pick up some of his stuff he had 
there and then he wouldn’t leave.... He 
told me he was fearful of this guy, that 
he’s kinda violent and he just had no idea 
how to get rid of him.” Pickering also 
expressed relief that her neighbor wasn’t 
seriously injured in the ordeal. “At least 
my friend, my neighbor is okay and he’s 
back home so that’s a good sign,” she told 
KETV.com. 

KETV followed up with a news report 
on July 17 that featured an interview with 
a prominent armed self-defense instruc- 
tor on the use of deadly force in self-de- 
fense. Josh Kidney — lead instructor at 
88 Tactical, which aims to “create a safe 
and secure environment for individuals, 
families, emergency workers, and mili- 
tary members” — told the station that 
there is no duty to retreat in your own 
home under Nebraska law, and state law 
permits the use of lethal force when try- 
ing to avoid “death, serious bodily harm, 
kidnapping or sexual intercourse com- 
pelled by force or threat.” He explained 
that even if there were a duty to retreat, 
it would only be mandatory if it could be 
done without subjecting oneself to poten- 
tial other harm. As an example, Kidney 
told KETV, “Let’s say I’ve got a big NFL 


EXERCISING THE RIGHT 


linebacker ... that I can tell can run a lot 
faster than me. [He] said ‘I’m going to 
kill you.’ Can I run away from that per- 
son in complete safety? Probably not.” He 
stressed that using lethal force is never a 
decision to take lightly, and “whether it’s 
legally justified or not, there’s going to be 
emotional aftermath. There’s going to be 
financial aftermath. There’s going to be 
legal aftermath.” 

Douglas County Sheriff Aaron Hanson 
added that simply receiving some tactical 
training is not sufficient to know how to 
react in dangerous situations, and that a 
person needs to regularly train to know 
how to handle a life-or-death event prop- 
erly. He explained, “Rarely do you see 
people rise to the challenge.... They sink 
to the level of their training.... If you don’t 
train your body on how to respond, you 
most likely will not respond appropriate- 
ly. And when you have a deadly weapon 
and you use it, the rest of your life and 
your freedom is in the balance.” 


Copper Thief 
Shot by Pastor 


WMAR2News.com reported out of Balti- 
more on July 23 about a police investiga- 
tion into a shooting at a vacant church that 
occurred almost two months earlier. Po- 
lice are now saying the shooting was jus- 
tified, as it appears the wounded suspect, 
a 59-year-old man, was stealing copper 
from the church when the pastor went to 
investigate why the church lost power. The 
pastor discovered the suspect near the rear 
cellar door, and when he approached him, 
the man came at him wielding bolt cut- 
ters. The pastor, in fear for his life, shot the 
suspect, injuring him. Police were called 
to the scene, and they determined that 
some of the copper wiring at the church 
had been freshly cut. The police investiga- 
tion also revealed that the pastor lawfully 
purchased the gun that he used in the self- 
defense shooting. The suspect is facing 
charges for his actions, and WMAR2News 
confirmed that the man has a long criminal 
history, including convictions for “drugs, 
burglary and [a] sex offense.” Hi 

— Patrick Krey 
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The Death of 
American Liberty 


by Laurence M. Vance 


Last Rights: The Death of American 
Liberty, by James Bovard, Austin, Texas: 
The Libertarian Institute, 2023, 387 pages, 
hardcover. 


he clever title of investigative 
journalist James Bovard’s newest 
book, Last Rights: The Death of 
American Liberty (hereafter Last Rights), 
is intended to bring to mind two things: 
the last rites administered to a Christian 
who is near death, and Bovard’s earlier 
book Lost Rights: The Destruction of 
American Liberty (Palgrave Macmillan, 
1994), which received the Free Press As- 
sociation’s Mencken Award for Book of 
the Year in 1995. 

Bovard is a senior fellow at the Liber- 
tarian Institute and a member of the USA 
Today Board of Contributors. He is a fre- 
quent contributor to the New York Post, 
and has written for The Hill, The New 
York Times, The Washington Post, The 
Wall Street Journal, the Future of Free- 
dom journal, and The American Conser- 
vative magazine. In between Lost Rights 
and Last Rights, Bovard authored a num- 
ber of other books, including Freedom 
in Chains: The Rise of the State and the 
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AMERICAN LIBERTY 
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Demise of the Citizen (1999), Feeling 
Your Pain: The Explosion and Abuse of 
Government Power in the Clinton-Gore 
Years (2000), Terrorism and Tyranny: 
Trampling Freedom, Justice, and Peace 
to Rid the World of Evil (2003), and The 
Bush Betrayal (2004). In all of his works, 
Bovard’s focus is on government corrup- 
tion, incompetence, failures, outrages, and 
abuses of power. He is nonpartisan, and 
skewers Democratic and Republican poli- 
ticians and administrations alike, from the 
Clinton era through the age of Trump. His 
writings have been publicly denounced by 
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assorted government bureaucrats in nu- 
merous departments and agencies of the 
federal government, including the FBI, the 
DEA, and the TSA. 

Last Rights contains 15 chapters, each 
of which can be read independently. The 
first chapter serves as the book’s introduc- 
tion and the last chapter the conclusion. 
The intervening chapters are each divided 
into sections and have a conclusion. The 
book concludes with endnotes, an index, 
acknowledgments, a complete list of 
books by the author, and some informa- 
tion about the Libertarian Institute, a rela- 
tively new organization that has already 
published several other books, and whose 
senior fellows include such luminaries as 
Thomas Woods and Ted Galen Carpenter. 

Bovard has been called the most ex- 
haustive researcher in the country, and 
his 58 pages of endnotes from an eclectic 
variety of sources confirm this. Although 
he chronicles a serious subject — the loss 
of rights and liberties of Americans at the 
hands of their federal, state, and local gov- 
ernments — Bovard blends gravity with 
comic relief. 

Chapter 2, “Seizure Fever,” is one of 
the most disturbing chapters in the book. 
Because “police can almost always find a 
pretext to pull someone over,” billions of 
dollars in cash have been seized from tens 
of thousands of American travelers “with 
no criminal charges in the vast majority of 
cases.” He concludes that “the notion that 
government must have unlimited power to 
punish anyone suspected of a crime is the 
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same dogma that has propelled tyranny for 
thousands of years.” 

In chapter 3, “The War on Gun Own- 
ers,” Bovard documents the contempt that 
politicians have for gun owners — and not 
just Democratic politicians, as Trump’s 
support for “red flag” laws and a federal 
ban on “bump stocks” shows. (Thankfully, 
the Supreme Court recently overturned 
Trump’s bump-stock ban.) Bovard’s ex- 
planation of how “‘assault weapon’ is a 
political concoction rather than a specific 
type of firearm” is especially important. 
He concludes that “private firearm own- 
ership is the last best check on tyranny.” 

In chapter 4, “Licensed to Kill,” Bovard 
tackles a painful subject that many con- 
servatives have turned a blind eye to. 
“Politicians and judges have turned police 
into a privileged class with a license to 
oppress other Americans.” The militariza- 
tion of local police by the Pentagon has 
helped to “bring out the worst in many 
law enforcement agencies” and resulted 
in more than 50,000 SWAT raids per year. 
Bovard concludes that “as long as cops 
have pretexts to harass and assail millions 
of peaceful Americans every day, outrag- 
es will continue.” 

In chapter 5, “COVID Crackdown Ca- 
tastrophes,” Bovard chronicles the 
outrages committed by federal, state, 
and local governments during the 
“pandemic” and the “obliterating” 
of individual liberty by politicians. 
He concludes that, “in the long run, 
people have more to fear from politi- 
cians than from viruses.” 

In chapter 6, “Schools Gone 
Wild,” Bovard makes the case that 
“public schools are increasingly 
coercive and abusive of both stu- 
dents and parents.” Not only have 
public schools failed to educate 
children, they have indoctrinated 
them with “woke” curricula. He 
concludes that “the best solution is 
to enable as many children as pos- 
sible to exit government schools as 
soon as possible.” 

In chapter 8, “Subsidies and Sub- 
jugation,” Bovard takes on subsi- 
dies for mortgages, rent, farmers, 
food, and education. He notes how 
government cash subsidies “have 
almost always been accompanied 
by varying measures of control and 
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surveillance.” Government aid to home 
buyers “produced one of the biggest pa- 
ternalist catastrophes of this century” 
— the housing-market crash of 2008. 
Through the Section 8 program, the De- 
partment of Housing and Urban Develop- 
ment “now covers the rent for more than 
two million households nationwide.” 
Via food stamps, student breakfasts and 
lunches, and “an array of other subsi- 
dies,” the federal government is “now 
feeding more than 100 million people.” 
The result has been “a disastrous recipe 
for America,” with higher rates of obesity 
for recipients of federal food aid. Federal 
student-loan policies “have helped turn 
young people into a debtor class perpetu- 
ally clamoring for relief.” 

In chapter 9, “Dominate, Intimidate, 
Control,” Bovard writes about one of 
his favorite topics: the Transportation 
Security Administration (TSA). He be- 
lieves that “nothing has changed more 
radically for average Americans since 
9/11 than air travel.” He considers the 
TSA to be “one of the most intrusive and 
inept federal agencies,” which “treats 
most Americans like suicide-bombers- 
in-waiting.” The TSA, which “has never 
caught a real terrorist,” has spent billions 


of dollars on equipment that is “ineffec- 
tive, unreliable or too expensive to op- 
erate,” and has “failed to detect 95% of 
the weapons and mock bombs smuggled 
past them by testers.” Bovard concludes 
that, “rather than making Americans safe 
from terrorists, TSA makes them prey to 
federal agents.” 

In other chapters, Bovard writes about 
government surveillance, government se- 
crecy, and government censorship. There 
are also whole chapters on the IRS (“Taxa- 
tion and Tyranny”) and the FBI (“Ameri- 
can Gestapo Run Amok”). 

It is clear from the many examples that 
Bovard provides in Last Rights that asset- 
forfeiture laws, money-laundering laws, 
unlawful searches and seizures, and police 
militarization are driven in large part by the 
war on drugs. Regardless of how one per- 
sonally feels about marijuana and harder 
drugs, not only has the federal war on drugs 
hastened the destruction of Americans’ 
rights and liberties, it is also blatantly un- 
constitutional. The powers delegated to the 
national government are, as James Madi- 
son said, “few and defined”; everything 
else is reserved to the states. Unfortunately, 
as Bovard also makes abundantly clear, it 
is not just the federal government that has 
destroyed our rights and liberties — 
state and local governments have also 
been destructive. 

Although the situation appears 
grim, the American people can still 
rescue and restore their rights and 
liberties. Bovard believes that “lib- 
erty is invaluable regardless of how 
many politicians seek to destroy it or 
how many fools fail to cherish it.” 
Last Rights is his wake-up call to the 
American people. He reminds us that 
“the American republic was forged 
by individuals who vanquished the 
most powerful empire in the world,” 
and says that American “citizens 
must cease tolerating regimes that 
increasingly shackle and defraud 
them.” The resistance of the Ameri- 
can people to the Covid tyranny 
imposed on them by government at 
all levels is a shining example of the 
regaining of some of our lost rights 
and liberties, but many more need to 
be restored. As Bovard writes in his 
last sentence, “Vast bounties of lib- 
erty are waiting to be harvested.” Ml 
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2A Enthusiasts Know 


by William S. Hahn, 
CEO of The John Birch Society 


here’s no question 
about it: I love guns. 
From my childhood to 


the present day, guns have al- 
ways been a staple in my home. 
We used guns for hunting and 
target shooting, and they were 
the source of safe outdoor ac- 
tivity for hours on end. Fire- 
arms are nothing more than a 
tool made of metal, wood, and 
plastic. They’re the tool you 
shouldn’t be without and you 
hope you never need. 

In the early years of my career, I was an in-house book publicist 
for a publisher. Included in the line of books we published were 
gun references and how-to hunting guides. In promoting these 
books, I interacted quite regularly with authors and contacts within 
the firearms media industry. The late Jim Scoutten, longtime host 
of Shooting USA, placed our annual references in the bookcase of 
his TV studio. During the segments in which he was in the studio 
standing by the bookcase, viewers could usually pick them out, in- 
cluding the Standard Catalog of Firearms. He once signed a photo 
for me with the inscription, “Bull, without your books, I’m stupid.” 
His humility was second only to his love of educating others. The 
firearms industry is full of people like Jim. 

As a publicist, I attended several large consumer and trade 
shows each year throughout the country. For the firearms industry, 
the pinnacle trade show is the SHOT (Shooting, Hunting, and Out- 
door Trade) Show, held in the beginning of the year in Las Vegas. 

The SHOT Show provides a great opportunity to see a slice of the 
overall industry, including not only the key companies and people 
who create the guns and gear, but also those who are active in pro- 
tecting our God-given right to self-defense as encapsulated in the 
Second Amendment. Associations such as Gun Owners of America, 
the National Association for Gun Rights, and the Second Amend- 
ment Foundation were then and still are well-known and well-re- 
spected within the industry. Although I did not bring my industry 
contact list with me when I went to work at The John Birch Society 
(as the list was compiled as an employee and not as an agent), I do 
remember sending news releases and books to these associations. 

Each of those organizations is unique and brings its own set 
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of strengths to the table. It’s 
the main reason why we asked 
them to be part of the new, one- 
hour 24 for Today weekly radio 
program we are now producing 
through The New American. 
Each is member-based and pro- 
vides leadership and avenues 
of action to help preserve the 
Second Amendment. In 2013, 
the left-wing magazine Mother 
Jones published an article titled 
“7 Gun Groups That Make the 
NRA Look Reasonable” and 
included these three organiza- 
tions. These bona fides give 
you an idea of their uncompro- 
mising view of the Second Amendment. 

They all provide a great service, and we are proud to have them 
as partners for the show, which debuted on more than 50 radio 
stations. Episodes will be hard-hitting and exploratory, designed 
to give listeners a glimpse into the bigger picture of why gun 
rights are being attacked domestically and internationally. Also 
covered are current threats, solutions, and even a short segment 
on products and practice. Joe Wolverton II, J.D., constitutional 
law scholar at The John Birch Society, is hosting the show. 

No doubt The John Birch Society and these 
fine gun groups have some overlapping mem- aN 
bership. While the gun groups focus mainly + Te 
on one vital issue, JBS focuses on the over- 
arching agenda that attacks not just the Second 
Amendment, but the entire principled base of 
Western civilization. One international orga- 
nization heading up the attacks on the Second 
Amendment is the United Nations. JBS has 
been exposing the UN’s gun-grabbing efforts 
for many decades. For those who want to keep 
their guns, getting out of the UN should be a . 
top priority. 9h 

The DEFUND Act (H.R. 6654 and S. 3428) |. 
would get the U.S. out of the UN — contact sins N 
Congress today to take action. Invite Second | ) 
Amendment fans to listen to the new show, and yes 
join JBS to help preserve and restore freedom 
through local activities. Hi io 
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What does “family owned & operated” really mean? For the Clark family, it 
means getting up early for 45 years to work in their own community, and 
choosing to invest in the Inland Empire. In a time when Wall Street is trying to 
run Main Street, Clark’s Nutrition still believes that family-owned and 
operated businesses are the backbone of the American dream, and feels 
privileged to pep fainVeS live healthier and happier lives. 
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SELECTION 
Clark’s has the largest selection of organic produce and supplements in the Inland Empire. 


~ 


NUTRITIONAL CONSULTANTS 
We have trained Nutritional Consultants to help assist you with whatever your health goals are. 
They're not on commission, and are here to help you “Live Better!” 


WE ARE EXCITED TO MEET YOU! It is our company mission to provide customers with nutritional 
assistance that can really have a lasting impact on their quality of life. We look forward to meeting 
and serving you! 


AFFORDABLE 
Clark’s goes to great lengths to make sure your family has what they need at an affordable price. 


STORE TOURS 


Come by any time and we will be glad to give you a personal tour and answer any of your questions. 


~~ WWW.Clarksnutrition.com 


CHINO 
909.993.9200 
12835 Mountain Ave. 
Chino, CA 91710 


LOMA LINDA 
909.478.7714 
11235 Mountain View Ave. 
Loma Linda, CA 92354 


RIVERSIDE 
951.686.4757 
4225 Market St. 
Riverside, CA 92501 


RANCHO MIRAGE 
760.324.4626 
34175 Monterey Ave. 
Rancho Mirage, CA 92270 
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Ray & Carol Clark 
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Showers & Lavatories 


The Onyx Collection manufactures 
showers and lavatories in Belvue, KS. 


We have over 4,500 active dealers 
throughout the United States that sell and 
install our products. 


Quality products, unique designs, our 
guarantee, and ease of installation have 
made us legends in this industry. 


Call us at: (800) 669-9867 


Kansas, USA 


105 Broadway St. Belvue, KS 66407 (phone) 800-669-9867 (fax) 800-393-6699 


www.onyxcollection.com 


